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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 65.—13-30 h.p. CITROEN SALOON

- Very Well Equipped, Roomy and Comfortable Car with a Good Cruising
Speed and

VEN to-day a good
four-cylinder engine
is capable of provid-
ing such smoothness and
flexibility as to satisfy
most average requirements.
The 13-30 h.p. Citroén is,
to start with, unquestion-
ably the best four-cylinder
car that has carried the
famous name; secondly,
there are times when it is
difficult to detect whether
a four- or a six-cylinder
engine is supplying the
power.

It possesses that ability
to accelerate on certain
types of hills, actually in
top gear on the gradient,
in the effortless and smooth
fashion sometimes looked
upon as almost the pre-
rogative of the six. It -
will come down to 6 or
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

12.8 h.p., four cylinders, 72 < 100 mm. (1,628 c.c.).

Wheelbase 9ft. 4in., track 4ft. 4in.
Overall length 13ft. 3}in., width 5ft. 3}in., height 5ft. 10}in.
Tyres : 29x5in. on detachable wire wheels.

to exceed 40 m.p.h., for
the vibration comes slightly
at about 23 or 24 m.p.h.
and again at just above 30
and just below 40 m.p.h.
on top. The tendency is
not excessive, but reminds
the driver of the four
L cylinders.

In the region of 45
m.p.h. the engine smooths
out somewhat surprisingly
and it shows up even
better at 50, which figure
is within 5 m.p.h. of the
maximum. At between 45
and 50 m.p.h. the car will
run without distress and it
is not easily brought off
top. At 35 m.p.h., a use-
ful figure for everyday
work, the engine is also
unobtrusive. Its willing-
ness to reach the higher

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration speeds on the level is
7 m.p.h. on the level on st "Sogen ' s (- always marked and then,
top and, w1th<_)ut special 9.51 36 8% sec. as  at lqwer_spee‘ds., the
skill on the driver’s part, 5.1 55 164 sec. road-holding is distinctly

run free from snatch at that Turning circle: 40ft. good for a car of this de-

R Tank capacity 8 gallons, fuel consumption 25 m.p.g. s es .
P ?ed' the 180 }tlon contro 6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h. Scf‘phom Double—actmg
being automatic. : Weight: 23 cwt. 1 qr. adjustable shock absorbers,
Then, for a car that is Price, with saloon body, £255. and’ steering which is

essentially a roomy family
vehicle the comfortable 26 FEET from 25 MPH.
cruising speed is high. If SR
certain periods of rough-

ness, mostly on the over- |
run, could be eliminated or

lessened, as it ought to be possible to do, the machine
would feel very like a six nearly all through its per-
formance. Further, it would be improved from the
point of view of the ordinary user who may not wish
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definite and firm, though
without caster action and
not so light as some steer-
ing gears of to-day, give
such road-holding as to
make the upper end of the
range pleasant to use, particularly as the engine
remains quiet. Naturally a car of this type is not
intended to appeal by reason of its performance alone,
though it has all the speed most average people want or
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« THE AUTOCAR”™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

care to employ on the open road.
A matter undoubtedly of shock
absorber setting was that with a
light load the car was livelier on
its springs than was always de-
sirable; a readjustment or a
heavier load would probably
make all the difference in this
respect. On the other hand, there
are a solid feel and such general
stability, except on unusually .
rough roads, as to be exceptional
in a car of this class. ;

The maximum given in the
table for second gear is that which
can comfortably be attained;
actually 40 m.p.h. can be
reached, but noise and vibration
become evident. Over a timed
mile on the flat the car averaged
51.72 m.p.h. Up a hill with a
genuine maximum gradient =
of 1 in 4, and with only
the driver on board, the
speed did not fall below
11 m.p.h. on first gear.

Well Under Control.

The driving position is
distinctly comfortable, the
seat being easily adjust-
able, while occupied, over
a considerable travel.
Then, because of the angle
of the steering column,
and of the thin-rimmed
wheel, which is some
seventeen inches in
diameter, the driver has a
pleasing impression of
control over the car at all
speeds.  This impression
is helped by the vacuum
servo-assisted foot brake,
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flap in the front floorboards has
been raised. The engine oil filler
and dipstick are adjacent; the
sparking plugs, the ignition coil
and the distributor are all free
from obstructions. The forward
ends of the two back springs—
sometimes difficult to get at—do
not require lubrication ; different
-coloured terminal ends for the
wiring should be helpful. The
chassis is extraordinarily sturdy
and well built, closely resembling
throughout the six-cylinder model,
and it is sensibly arranged as to
greasing points.

Interior roominess, with plenty
of leg space and big doors, is par-
ticularly apparent. The front seat
is 3ft. 3in. wide, and the back
seat 3ft. gin., the latter being able

to carry three persons com-
fortably. Every normal
fitting seems to be pro-
vided. The blind for the
rear window has a control
that can conveniently be
reached by the driver—
always a good minor point.

Points that Count.

The instrument panel is
exceedingly neat and well
lighted indirectly; it in-
cludes a fuel gauge. All
four doors can be secured,
and the windows in them
can be raised and lowered.
There is a large scuttle
ventilator, while the throt-
tle and strangler, starting
motor and ignition switch
controls are neatly carried
%= out.

which is light to apply and
definitely very good indeed
in bringing the car down surely and without deviation
from the higher speeds.

In actual stopping distance from 25 m.p.h. the figure
is not out of the ordinary, but this hardly gives a true
indication of what the brakes can do. Certain systems
slow a car extraordinarily well from, say, 50 to 20
m.p.h., as in this case, but from 20 m.p.h. to zero
are not quite so effective. The hand lever is not badly
placed, but on the car tested this brake alone would
not hold the car stationary on 1 in 4, though the foot
brake was more than capable of doing so.

The gear lever is extremely well positioned, and the
change itself could not easily be bettered for this type
of car. The clutch has an unusually long travel and
required some considerable care to secure an entirely
smooth start from rest.

In regard to points of convenience: the brake adjust-
ments are easily operated by hand and very accessible.
The battery can be reached for topping up when a

Interior of the Citroén saloon.

The single-panel wind-
screen opens sufficiently
for ventilation purposes. ~ An excellent point for a
European car is the main lighting and dimming switch,
which is very neatly arranged at the centre of the steer-
ing wheel. The interior mirror gives a wide view
behind ; the vacuum wiper fitted was rather more inter-
mittent than those of its kind usually are. The head
lamps have an excellent range and light the road evenly
with a very effective beam. An oil filter, air cleaner
and visible petrol filter are embodied in the under-
bonnet equipment.

The engine exterior in general is clean and neat, and
even after a good deal of fast running over long dis-
tances it seems to remain reasonably free from the coat-
ing of unwanted oil which sometimes finds a means of
escaping.

This Citroén gives the impression of being well up
to its work; further, it is a good-looking and well-
finished car, which, to judge by appearances, should
be durable.
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