May 8th, 1931.

oo utro,

825

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the Cilroén Six saloon

No. 639

rewar) __ CITROEN SIX SALOON

Comfort, Roominess and Satisfying Performance of a Car which is
Remarkable Value

S a comfortable, roomy, well-equipped saloon car
with a very useful performance the six-cylinder
Citroén is good value in the best sense of the term.

It is a car which at first sight seems to make its principal
appeal on its advantages as a sound family vehicle, as
indeed it does, but the driver quickly realises that the
car has much more performance than might be
anticipated.

Year by year since its first appearance the model has
been steadily developed, the body has become much
more commodious, and the car as a whole consequently
heavier, yet the speed possible is definitely in excess of
the genuine 60 miles an hour mark. Somehow, even that
fact does not give an entirely adequate impression of the
Citroén Six, for it has a remarkable ability to run happily
for long distances within a few miles an hour of the
maximum, without the general sound of operation and
sense of effort being correspondingly greater than at the
normal cruising speed of 40 to 45, when the engine is
quiet and very smooth indeed.

- Itis a car, too, with which it is pleasant to drive quite
slowly when the mood dictates, a brisk walking pace
being possible on top gear

lesser slopes met in everyday running. Second gear
when it has to be used, takes the car up anything but
an abnormal by-way gradient.

Moreover, the gear change is a great advance over that
of the earlier models ; it is lighter and softer in action,
with more latitude to allow of a slight mistake being made
by the driver, the lever coming conveniently to hand.
The indirect gears are not unduly noisy, and comfortable
speedometer readings on first and second are 18 and
35 m.p.h. ;

Along with the improved gear change goes a clutch
that is vastly better than the original, the pedal being
reasonably light to depress, and the action so smooth that
it is possible, as an experiment, to start the car on top .
gear on the level, though naturally that procedure is not
ordinarily to be recommended.

A vacuum servo assists the brake action, so that the
driver has to apply only relatively light pressure to the
pedal for normal requirements; the movement is
pleasingly soft, yet a fair pressure has to be applied in
order to obtain the full effect, which is good, since other-
wise the maximum effect may be employed unnecessarily.

The servo itself is bigger

without snatch or jerk.
From that speed the car
ets away nicely, there -
lg)eing no ignition control to
require  skilful ~manipu-
lation, since the advance
and retard mechanism is
automatic.

To-day it is expected that
the top-gear performance
shall be good, almost irre-
spective of size or type of
car. In this direction the
Citroén is especially good
and it is an unusual sort
of main road hill which
needs any other gear than
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this year, which seems to
have given the important
improvement that the
brakes -are more effective
over the lowest range of
speed than they used to be.
The hand lever is reason-
ably convenient and the
brake itself, which works
on the transmission, power-
ful for holding the car
stationary on a hill.

The steering is light, firm
and free from any of the
major faults that are apt
to afflict steering gears.
There is no really definite

top, the car accelerating, in
fact, the whole way up the

caster action, but the wheel
returns easily after a corner
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has been taken, while the lock
is good and the car light to
manceuvre.

‘Although the car is remark-
ably steady for its type on
corners, even when taken round
them fast, the suspension is not
at all hard, and the back seat
is comfortable when poor road
surfaces are encountered, there
being practically no fore-and-aft
movement, though the shock
absorbers are now single-acting
hydraulic.

Outstanding features of the
body are the roominess, the in-
viting and comfortable-looking
hide-upholstered seats and the
sliding sunshine roof, which ex-
poses a big section when open. The car tested is the
de luxe type, with safety glass for the screen and side
windows, but there is a less elaborately equipped six-
cylinder saloon at £235.

Both front seats are easily adjustable, while occupied,
over a considerable range, and every occupant of the car
has plenty of leg and head room, it being possible for
three people to ride on the back seat; the latter has
arm-rests at the sides. The

bulbs for these tell-tales also pro-
vide the instrument illumination,
which is effective.

The single-panel windscreen
does not open sufficiently for a
direct view, but it has an ex-
cellent twin-blade electric wiper ;
the paths of travel of the two
blades overlap so that a big area
of glass is kept clear. A dis-
tinctly useful provision is a con-
trol on the instrument board
which allows the reserve supply
of fuel—contained in an auxiliary
tank beneath the bonnet—to be
brought into use without the
driver leaving his seat, besides
enabling the fuel supply to be

o shut off altogether.

For night work the head lamps give a very effective
beam, and the dimming device, which switches out the
off-side lamp, and leaves the near-side lamp alight,
trained permanently towards the near side, is good.
Normally the charging rate is high, and with all lights
on there is a slight surplus of current, though with
the screen-wipers working in addition there is a discharge.

The engine is neat and, with the easily removable
moulded cover which en-

window area is big, so that
normally there is a greater
suggestion of light and
space inside the car than is
always the case with a
closed body, while with the
roof open in good weather
something approaching an
open car is obtained. All
four doors can be locked,
and two of the windows at
each side wind up and
down, with a light, fairly
quick movement. The
blind for the rear window
is controlled from the
driving seat and, inciden-
tally, could have been of
thicker material the better
to shut out the glare from
behind.

At the front,
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19.3 h.p. CITROEN SIX SALOON
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER
19.3 h.p., six cylinders, 72 x 100 mm. (2,442 c.c).

closes the sparking plugs
and ignition distributor,
has always resembled an
overhead-valve unit Both
distributor and plugs are
accessible. There are a
glass bowl fuel filter and
an air cleaner for the car-
buretter, the wiring is
neatly done, and the
dynamo is accessible. The
oil filler and dipstick are
well placed ; during the test
the oil consumption was at
the rate of 1,900 m.p.g. The
engine starts very easily in-
deed and will pull almost
at once. -
Those spring bolts which
are inaccessible do not re-
quire lubrication, and the
brake adjustments are easy
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strument panel is neat and Tax £20. to reach. A very con-
decorative, yet essentially Overall ongth 1 ek idth Bit, 8in., height Sft. 11in. venient trapdoor  gives
pracﬁcal' and includes a :ym: 29 x 5.25|ln. onAdem:cln':)le :teel disc whe;lis. 2 " access to the battery.
clock, trip-type speedo- ngine —reate™'® steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over § mile. though to only two of the
meter and fuel-tank gauge. 159 to 1 - vent plugs, floorboards be-
It is good that the figures 4 13l eec 60.40 m.p.h. ing lifted to get at the third.

on the oil-pressure gauge
are clearer to read than is
normal on a touring car.
A rted tell-tale -shows
whether the ignition is
switched on, and another
similar tell-tale, coloured

Turning circle:

Weight: 33

41ft.
Tank capacity 14 gallons (including auxiliary tank), fuel con- ~
sumption 20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h., 16 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Price, with de luxe saloon body, £265.

A luggage grid is fitted,
and there are bumpers
front and back, while the
finish is good.

The latest cars, which
are produced, of course, at
the big Slough works, show
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blue, indicates whether any © ©) very marked improvement
of the lamps are alight ; the in several respects.
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