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December 12th, 1930,

The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the Chrysler Eight saloon,

CHRYSLER EIGHT SALOON
Acceleration and Brakes Strong Points of an Impressive New Model.

ROM the moment when the Chrysler straight eight

was first definitely announced, it was to be expected

by anyone acquainted with the previous cars
coming from this firm that the engine would be ex-
tremely good. For the range of Chrysler sixes has
engines that are outstandingly smooth and quiet, and it
was logical to suppose that a change-over to another
type of power unit would be made only for the
better. Furthermore, two of the less expensive Chrysler-
built cars have had good straight eight engines for some
considerable time.

The new eight has a capacity appreciably smaller
than that of the older Model 77 six-cylinder, with which
it may be compared in some respects; yet the
acceleration of the eight is markedly better, being
phenomenal, indeed, for a car of this type, as the figures
in the table over-
leaf indicate. And
the quality of rapid
acceleration is be-
coming more and
more valuable on
present-day  roads,
and is in itself fas-
cinating to the
driver.

In addition, it is
possible to run
smoothly on the re-
latively high top
gear at a slow walk-
ing pace; main-road
hills are taken fast
by the simple process
of opening up the
throttle, and nothing
more, still on top
gear; and if the car
i3 checked momen-
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tarily on such a gradient it will still get away on top.
On the road 75 m.p.h. can certainly be reached, and
it is interesting that, during the timed speed test on
the track, the speedometer held a reading of 74 m.p.h.

This performance obviously means that at anything
up to a speedometer reading of 50 the car as a whole
seems to be doing very little work, and is extremely
quiet; while the engine would be quieter still if the
sound made by the air entering the carburetter could
be silenced more effectively.

Without necessarily using anything like the maximum
the average speed maintained can be very high, the way
in which the engine picks up after the car has been slowed
by normal obstructions and traffic conditions being really
the chief explanation of this ability. In fact, the perform-
ance as a whole would have been very good for a sports
car of only a year or
two ago; and, as it
is, puts the car in
the most favourable

position imagmable
in its class.
What is more,

following up the line
of thought which
likens the perform-
ance to that of a
type of car which, in
actuality, is very
different in charac-
ter, the four-speed
gear box of the
Chrysler can be used
to excellent advan-
tage by a driver so
inclined, since the
change handles ex-
tremely well, and is
particularly quick on
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“ THE AUTOCAR " ROAD TESTS—{continued).

the upward changes. The gear
lever is convenient; first is an
emergency ratio not used in the
ordinary way, the machine
starting on second, on which
gear a speedometer reading of
35 m.p.h. can be reached ; while
third is an excellent ratio, very
nearly as quiet as top, with a
maximum, on the speedometer,
of 60. The clutch is exactly
as it should be, and the action
is light.

One of the best features —and
here distinct improvement seems
to have been effected, even in
relation to last year’s types—is
the brakes, which require only
light pressure, and- are outstand-
ingly powerful. There was a
tendency for the brakes to pull
on the steering towards one side until the driver became
accustomed to the car, more particularly at speed, but
that is a matter of adjustment; and the system, being
hydraulic, should be particularly even in action. The
hand brake, which operates on the transmission, will
hold the car statxonalg' on quite a steep hill.

The steering is light an
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at the sides. There are two ash-
trays at the back, and pockets
in the doors, and the blind for.
the rear window is not controlled
from the driving seat. '
The instrument board marks
an interesting change of trans-
atlantic practice, since, in place
of the shallow “‘slit”’-
gauges, indirectly lighted from
behind the panel, which the
American manufacturers popu-
larised, the Chrysler has plain,
neat, circular dials, directly lit
most effectively by two external
lamps giving a soft greenish
effect, the whole scheme bein
notable for the suppression o
elaboration. The instruments
include a good thermometer and
a fuel gauge; but, as usual;
there is no clock as standard. t
The windscreen glass can be raised vertically in its
frame an inch or two only, and a very effective double-
arm suction wiper is fitted, which will certainly work
at as high a speed as 50 m.p.h. There is a distinctly
useful ventilator at each side of the scuttle.
2 In view of the speed of

definite, no effort being the car the head - lights
called for even in ORI AOr: BALOO. could be better. The
manceuvring the machine switch for them is con-

there is no suggestion at
of road-wheel
“flap”” or wobble. No
distinct caster action is
provided, but the steering
wheel returns especially
easily after a corner has
been taken. The suspen-
sion is soft and comfort-
able; there is practically
no roll at all on corners at
ordinary touring speeds,
though for faster work it
seems probable that the
car tested could have been

in a confined space, and l

any time
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venient, and there are two
sets of side lamps.
For its size and type the
. ecngine is neat. All the
sparking plugs are acces-
sible, as also the ignition
distributor and the down-
draught carburetter, with
the big air-cleaner above
the instrument. The
mechanical fuel pump and
glass bowl filter are pro-
tected by a metal shield,
and a thermostat auto-
matically opens and closes
the radiator shutters. The

made a little steadier by
adjustment to the hydrau-
lic shock absorbers.

The body is well finished
both outside and inside;
the upholstery is obviously
good; and the one-piece
driving seat is comfort-
able, as well as being ad-
justable, while occupied,
over a considerable travel.
There are the normal in-
terior  fittings, including
a footrest and rug rail in
the rear compartment;

BRAKE ACCELERATOR
LEVER PEDAL I 2 £

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
28 8 2 ., eight cylinders, 76.2 -. 108 mm. (3,939 c.c.).

Whe:lbue 10ft. 4in., track 4ft. 8in.
Ovenll length 14ft. 5iin., width Bft. 9in., height 5ft. 1lin.
Tyres: 18  5.50in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

anlne—rur axle Acceleration from

- - Timed speed
ear ratios.

steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.

14.87 to 1 —

10,18 to 1 6; sec.

5.67 to 1 6% sec. 73.17 m.p.h.
41 to1l 9 sec.

Turning circle: 46ft.

Tank capacity 13 gnuon-. fuel consumption 14 m.p.g.
6 volt lighting set cuts in at 9 m.p.h.

Weight: 31 cwt. 3 qr. 14 Ib.
Price, with Royal saloon body, £577.

engine starts ecasily from
cold, and will pull almost
at once; and the oil con-
sumption is low.

As to upkeep, it is a big
help that the spring bolts
do not require lubrication,
while the spring leaves are
enclosed in leather gaiters.
Both radiator and fuel
tank-filler eaps are of
the quick-action variety ;
at an extra charge of £19
five wire wheels can be
supplied in place of the

while the back seat will 29F MPH. standard type.

casily take three people, A very fine car—even for
and has sprung arm-rests a Chrysler.
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