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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

CHRYSLER

6 77 ”»

SALOON

New Four-speed Gear Box a Fascinating Feature: Excellent Performance.

T he il:lust:m{ion above indicates the size of the Chrysler * 77"

AST year’s Chrysler 75 was undoubtedly a good car.
This year’s Chrysler 77, which succeeds it and
has a slightly bigger engine, is an extraordinarily

good car, made definitely fascinating by the adoption
of the modern type of four-speed gear box with a silent
third speed.

Outstanding is the fact that the machine handles very
well indeed, notably in the traffic of present-day cities,
the steering being pleasantly light, yet not too low
geared. There is a certain amount of caster action,
and, therefore, automatic sense of direction which the
older type of steering did not possess, and no trace of
wheel flap or wobble at any time. The car is also the
easier to drive in that the movement of all the other
controls is light, the clutch as smooth and progressive
as it is possible for a clutch to be, and the one-piece
front seat can now be adjusted simply by a wheel-type
control, even when the seat cushion is occupied, thus
enabling the driver to find a thoroughly comfortable
position.

It is extremely interesting that, although this par-
ticular form of gear box has a top gear ratio that is
much higher than the usual top in a three-speed box,
the car can still be handled, if the driver wishes, for
most of the time on top alone.
Certainly, the machine will run
smoothly at 4 m.p.h. on that
ratio ; certainly it will continue
to pull on top on a gradient after
a check, and there is not the
slightest necessity for a hill to
be rushed, main road gradients
being taken fast without engag-
ing a lower ratio.

Thus as regards top gear per-
formance the character of the car
is not altered. But a driver who
cares to make use of the silent-
running third speed will find it
really fascinating, apart from its
potential. value in town for
accelerating when a gap offers
in the traffic. The ratios being

saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

close, the change from top to third and back again to
top is easier than normal, while the other changes
present no exceptional difficulty, the gear lever, by the
way, being so placed that the left hand naturally falls
on to the knob when removed from the steering wheel.
Incidentally, the other indirect ratios are not noisy.

Furthermore, on the open road a judicious use of
third will enhance the car’s performance considerably
on the steeper type of main road hill, 55 m.p.h. being
attainable on this gear, and, driven in this way the car
shows a dual personality, as it were, and becomes defi-
nitely interesting to the more experienced driver.

Normally, the car is started from rest in second
gear, on which the maximum on the speedometer is
35 m.p.h., and on second the car will climb a hill
with a 1 in 4 gradient, the speed not dropping below
20 m.p.h. during the climb, first being entirely an emer-
gency provision for abnormal conditions, though actu-
ally the car will do 20 m.p.h. on that gear. Then,
almost as soon as the machine is under way, it will
accept top.

There is remarkably little sound at any time from
the engine; it is extremely smooth, does not become
rough as might be expected, at almost the maxi-

. mum, and has no apparent flat-
spot in the carburation. Obvi-
ously, the car has ample speed
—more, in fact, than the aver-
age owner will want—but that
fact implies a real reserve of
power which enables the car to
cruise without effort at anything
between 30 and 50 m.p.h., so
that the average on a long run
can be high without going any-
where near the maximum. Cer-
tainly this Chrysler will main-
tain, without showing signs of
distress, rather more than a
genuine 75 m.p.h.; it is actu-
ally capable of reaching some-
thing very near 8o m.p:h. ; and,
by the way, during the timed
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test  the
meter registered 75
m.p.h.
Road-holding is
good ; the stability
on corners is typi-
cal of what seems
to be a (fairly
general  improve-
ment in this respect
among  American
machines, there i
being only a sug- |
gestion of roll. In- i
cidentally, the car i
was found to be |
very stable on wet
roads. The soft
springing gives that '}
gentle up-and-down !
movement which is {
never
able,

uncomfort-

€ven over

really bad road surfaces, and the comfortable riding in
the back seat is remarkable even for this size of car.

The hydraulic brakes are smooth in action and deci-
sive, much more so, in fact, than a driver is apt to

imagine at first. The hand
brake lever is not badly
placed, and the brake it-
self is capable of holding
the car on a 1 in 4
gradient.

The instruments are ar-
tistically grouped and
beautifully lighted either
indirectly from behind the
panel, as is customary, or
by an ingenious concealed
floodlight above the instru-
ments, both systems being
controlled by a single
switch. The instruments
include a good fuel tank
contents indicator and an
engine thermometer, but,
as usual, no clock.

All the lights, including
the dimming device, are
operated by a lever at the
centre of the steering
wheel, and with the nor-
mal driving lights on there
is a surplus of 4 amperes
for charging purposes at
25 m.p.h., the head lamps
giving a better driving
light than those of many
American cars, while the
side lamps are mounted on
the wings and have red
rubies at the back, there
being lights, in addition,
fixed to the windscreen
pillars.
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

CHRYSLER 77" SALOON.
HEAT
CONTROL

BRAKE = ACCELERATOR
LEVER °  PEDAL

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS
o DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
27.3 h.p., six cylinders, 85.7 .« 127mm. (4,396 c.c.).
Tax £28.
Wheelbase 10ft. 4in., track 4ft. 10in.
Overall length 15ft. 9}in., width 5ft. 9in., height 6ft. 1in.

Tyres: 18  6in. on wood wheels with d habl
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

rims.
Timed speed.

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
1291 to 1 —
836 to 1 sec.
5.34to 1 7} sec 75.00 m.p.h.

o 10} sec.
urning circle: 43ft.

Tank capacity 15 gallons, fuel consumption 16 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 9 m.p.h., 14 amps. at 25 m.p.h.
Weight: 35 cwt. 1 gr. 12 Ib.

Price, with saloon body, £625.

s 38 FEET from SO MP.H. ‘i
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The body is
beautifully finished.
The upholstery is
extremely good and
excellently sprung,
and it is interesting
that the upright
and rather high
driving seat of the
American car of a
year or two ago has
been discarded in
favour of a comfort-
ably inclined back-
rest and low
cushion, the rear
seat being on the
same lines.

The single-panel
windscreen can be
raised vertically an
inch or two for ven-
tilating the  interior

of the body, and carries a good suction wiper with dual
blades, while there is also a ventilator low down in
the scuttle at either side of the front compartment.
Three doors can be locked with the customary special

type of handle, and the
fourth has a lock which is
operated by the same key
which locks the ignition
switch and the spare wheel
bracket. All six windows
wind up and down, though
the blind for the rear
window cannot be oper-
ated from the driving
seat ; there is a good rear-
view mirror of the non--
glare type, in addition to
two ashtrays in the back
compartment, arm-rests,
pockets in thé doors, and
rug and foot rails. A
practical point is a protec-
tive strip which guards the
valance on eithér . side
against scratches.

The engine is neat, and
an ingenious provision is a
device enabling a
special carbon - rémoving
fluid to be drawn into the
combustion spaces by en-
gine suction at suitable
intervals of mileage, thus
lengthening considerably
the period before actual de-
carbonising is necessary.

In every way the 77
represents a very big ad-
vance ; it offers good value
and is in many ways a
better car than others cost-
ing more money.
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