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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS

N a sense the Chrysler 75"
model is revolutionary, and
few cars have caused so much

argument and discussion as did
this model on its first appearance.
Chiefly, of course, this was due to
the sudden and radical change in’
the external appearance. The
interesting point is that, whereas
at first sight it was difficult to
decide whether the car was really
handsome or distinctly ugly, fur-
ther consideration suggested that
it was handsome from a three-
quarter or front view but not so
good to look at from the plain side
aspect. Still further consideration
revised this impression, since in
course of time the side view did
not appear so unusual as at first.
Anyhow, it is beyond argument
that the front of the machine is
very attractive indeed.

The car itself is very interesting,
and is an excellent example of the
value offered for money in the
American machines, when one
recognises that its price is natur-
ally augmented by a duty of con-
siderable proportion, and when
one realises also that it bas a very
good performance generally.

The engine is very smooth, very
flexible, and, save for a slight, low
carburetter hiss, is almost noise-
less. How flexible it is can best

be judged by the fact that the

Chrysler is essentially an all-top-

gear machine, and will pull on a gradient down to as

CHRYSLER “75” SALOON.

S —

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

25-39 h.p., six cylinders, ¢2.5x12/ mm., (4,074 c.c.).
Tax £26.

Wheetbase 10ft. lin., track 4.t. 8in.

Overat’ tength 151t. 5}in., width 5it. 6}in., height 6ft. Zin.
Tyres. 30x 6in. on wood wheels with detachable rims,

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
13.62 25 -
1.9 42 6 sec.
4.3 70 10} sec.

Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 18-20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 9 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight: 30 cwt, 3 gr. 9 Ib.

Price, with saloon body, £545.

21 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ﬁ

an  exceptionally
steep hill. Let it be
said that a judicious
use of second on a
steep gradient very
appreciably in-
creases the speed.
That introduces
another interesting
point. The unusual
form of vacuum
tank and suction
ﬁipe device which
as been a feature
of these cars for
some years does
not, in fact, seem {o
*dry up” alter
prolonged use at
full throttle, where-
as a great many
vacuum tanks give
signs of this trouble
in exceptional cir-

cumstances.
The clutch is
probably as good as

it is possible for
it to be made. It
has no judder, is
progressive and
easy to operate.
The gear change is
slightly easier at
low speeds than at
high, and the knob
of the long central
gear lever comes
very conveniently

to the driver’s hand when he is comfortably seated.

low as 3 m.p.h., and yet get away afterwards without The acceleration ﬁfures speak for themselves, especi-

using an indirect gear and without slipping the clutch.
That, in its turn, means that the best way to handle the
car is to engage top gear almost as soon as the machine
moves from rest, leaving the indirect gears for service on

ally the time given for top gear.
apparent flat spot whatever. A car ws fast as this would
be better, from the European point of view, if it had a
decided castor action. That remark applies at speeds of

The carburetter has no
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS (continued).

from 65 to 70 m.p.h., which, it may be granted, are out-
side the range of the average person, but the alteration
would make the car a thought steadier for fast work and
help the driver considerably on a-sharp turn at low
speed. The steering is very light, and the steering wheel
has a thin rim, affording a secure grip.

Again considering the car from the point of view of its
speed, more effective shock absorbers would be of assist-
ance, and especially would tend to damp out the slight
surging effect that is caused on a rough road at medium
speeds.

The brakes are good and decided, and—an interesting
point—the master cylinder adjusts itself if any oil is lost
during running. A better effect can be obtained, also,
if the pedal has considerable free travel before the shoes
engage with the drums.

The suspension is good, there is not overmuch roll, and
the body as a whole is very comfortable, the back seat
especially, with a width of 3ft. 7in., giving ample room
for three people. The front seat, being one inch nar-
rower, is almost sufficient for three people as well. There
is plenty of leg room, too. The front seat is not adjust-

able, and the doors sometimes jam slightly when the car
is new ; both points are worth the while of the importers
to bear in mind.

As is usual with cars of this type, the equipment is
very complete. It includes an interior driving mirror,
dimming device controlled from the steering wheel, suc-
tion-operated windscreen wiper—which on the car tested
worked at almost full throttle—a very neat and artistic
instrument board having, among other things, a dial indi-
cating the contents of the fuel tank, and indirect lighting,
a spare wheel bracket which can be locked, radiator shut-
ters automatically opened and shut by a thermostat, in
addition to a second thermostat controlling the water-
jacket circulation, spring shackles which will not wear,
and a big luggage carrier at the back. The starting motor
is not too noisy in action, and the engine responds at once
on a very cold morning, being able to pull almost straight
away. .

There is no question but that the Chrysler 75" is a
car which stands out because of its performance, con-
sidering the size and type of body carried, and, as stated
earlier, it is remarkable value for money.

14-45 h.p. TALBOT SALOON.

An Attractive Six-cylinder Chassis with Weymann Coachwork Costing £505.

HE performance of the 14-45 h.p. Tal-
bot is more than usually interesting
because this car has an engine of very

little over 1,500 c.c., but carries a body
offering accommodation for five persons
and of a size usually adopted when an en-
gine of twice or three times the capacity is
used. Yet the car as a whole is essentially
a flexible, silent running carriage.

For the greater part of the time, especially
for town work, no one would be able to
guess accurately the size of the power unit.
The car can be manceuvred from a speed
as low as 3 m.p.h. to its maximum on top
gear without juggling with the clutch, it ac-
celerates smoothly and well from a low
speed and, above all, it can run at a pace somewhere
between 30 and 40 m.p.h. with no suggestion that an
engine is working below the bonnet, and with barely
a suggestion of noise.

It is a comfortable, as well as a commodious, car.
There is plen- oz ~~p
ty of leg room
for the pas-
sengers, the
upholstery is
good, and the
driving posi-
tion is excel-
lent, the wheel
and levers
falling natur-
ally to the
hand. The
new type
brakes are
very much
more power-

ful than those hitherto fitted, the stopping
distance shown in the diagram being taken
on wet concrete, so that the distance on a
dry day would probably be reduced by at
least six feet.

There has naturally been a certain amount
of argument as to the advisability of using
so small an engine, and there have been sug-
gestions that the capacity should be in-
creased. But anybody who argues in this
way is losing sight of the main problem, for
the Talbot has attained its popularity simply
because it is a big car with a small engine;
that it maintains this popularity is shown by
the steady and large output from the works.
If the engine were to be made bigger, the
whole car would be transferred into a totally different
category, and would become one more car in a certain
class, among other cars of similar type, and appealing
solely because of its detail. Whereas at the moment
it stands proudly and successfully alone as a type.

Naturally,
certain things
result from
the use of a
small engine,
for the driver
can make all
the world of
difference to
the perform-
ance of the
car by a quick
change at re-
latively high
speed  from
top to a lower
gear on a hill.
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