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ROAD TESTS

No. 64.—CHRYSLER 65 SALOON

Practically a ‘* Two-speed” Car; Useful Maxima and Good Appearance.

F interesting traits in

present-day cars the

remarkable smooth-
ness and top gear flexibility
of the American six-
cylinder machines are two
of the most pronounced.
The power units of the best
of these may be likened
almost to a steam engine,
it being possible, if so
desired, to push the ac-
celerator right down to its

full extent with the car

travelling at low speed on
top gear, when it will
accelerate away to its
maximum without the
slightest hesitation or indi-
cation that such treatment
is undesirable.

In the case of the
Chrysler 65, or the 23.5
h.p., model, the smallest
of the range, it cannot
be said that this result,

which is obtained with con- *

spicuous success, is pro-
duced by means of an
engine that is excessively
large as American engines
g0. Almost as soon as it
has been started in first
gear, or in second on the
level, the car will accept
top without judder, 4 or
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23.5 h.p., six cylinders, 79.4< 108 mm. (3,176 c.c.).

Tax, £24.

Wheelbase 8ft. 4}in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 14ft. 5}in., width 4ft. 11in., height 5ft. 1lin.
Tyres: 28 5.5in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p,h.). (10=30 m.p.h.).
14.58 20 —
8.23 40 6! sec.
4.6 64 9{ sec.

Turning circle: 45ft.

Tank capacity 8 gallons, fuel consumption 20-22 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 20 m.p.h,
Weight: 26 cwt. 3 qr. 13 Ib.

Price, with saloon body, £420,
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5 m.p.h. being feasible on
that ratio with the clutch
home.

Then, on most main roads
it is indeed very rarely:
necessary to leave top on
account of hills or of lesser
traffic delays. Only if the
car loses way entirely on
a gradient steeper than
about 1 in 12, or if it
comes all but to a stand-
still on the level, is the
driver required to use the
gear lever. Even so, in
the vast majority of in-
stances he need drop only!
to second, a remarkably
simple procedure, as are
all the gear changes. It
is clear, therefore, that this
is an easy car to drive over
long stretches of give-and-
take roads.

Hills do not have to be
rushed; with a compara-,
tively slow start at the
bottom of the 1 in 12-1 in -
18 variety it is possible to .
accelerate the whole way
up and reach the neigh-
bourhood of 50 m.p.h., or
even more, Hill-climbing,
indeed, is a fascinating
process because of the
smooth, silent flow of
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

power available in answer to
mere depression of the pedal. As
to steeper hills, second suffices
for those up to 1 in 5-1 in 6,
and it must be an exceptionally
severe gradient to call for first
gear.

The engine is happiest—that
is to say, least obtrusive—at 35
m.p.h., and up to about 4o it
will cruise in such a way that
no actual mechanical sound can
be heard. Above 40 m.p.h. the
engine becomes- a little more
prominent, but never borders
upon the noisy, even towards the
limit on top. That the swish of
the tyres and the characteristic
rush of air to the carburetter are
the principal sounds says a great
deal for the general silence.

Quiet, Smooth Speed.

High averages are easy enough
to put up, as the car is more than
willing to run at between 50 and
60 m.p.h. for long distances with-
out bother, the engine remaining
smooth.  Alternatively, for the
average driver it is more than
interesting that the quietest,
smoothest range lies, as already
mentioned, between just over 30
m.p.h. and 40 m.p.h., at which
speeds it will remain in-
definitely and tirelessly. On the
overrun this particular car had a
slight vibration period at about 31
m.p.h., this being unusual and
more than likely to be individual
in a new car. The actual maximum on the flat was
64 m.p.h. ; in conditions that are not unduly abnormal
it will reach very nearly 70 m.p.h.

With only one or two persons on board the car is
livelier on its springs at between 45 and about 58
m.p.h. than is altogether pleasant on certain types of
roads, there being a suggestion of wheel patter which
does not develop into wobble. A heavier load much
improves matters, and these tendencies do not increase
towards the maximum. The steering, with a thin-
rimmed 18in. wheel, is light. As so often happens, the
absence of double-acting shock absorbers permits some
side-sway and roll in cornering, while, since the steering
has no caster action, there cannot be automatic sense
of direction. But altogether it corners well. The sus-
pension as a whole is good and damps out all severe
shocks tor both front and back occupants.

The driving position is comfortable; at once one is
impressed by the lowness, for a transatlantic car, of
the non-adjustable front cushion, the top of it being
only nine inches above the floorboards. The wheel
carries the usual very neat ignition, throttle, lighting
and dimming and horn controls. Incidentally, the horn
is extremely effective without being unpleasant.

The clutch is light to operate and very smooth as
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Front view of the Chrysler 65.

brakes, while not giving a sensa-
tional stopping figure from 25
m.p.h., are really excellent in
general use. Except when ap-
plied with full force, they are
free from fierceness and do not
normally cause deviation from
the straight. In emergency they
bring the car down surely from
the highest speed and promote a
feeling of complete confidence.
The hand lever is a little far for-
ward ; it is a powerful, though
rather jerky, brake, and it will
hold the car definitely on a steep
hill. The upholstery is good,
the cushions being well sprung
and the angle of the seats
sensible.

Plenty of Room.

Everywhere the leg-room is
ample and it is possible to
stretch at ease without restric-
tion. In this connection it is
worth mentioning that the front
seat is 3ft. 7in. wide and that
there is a minimum distance of
ft. 4in. to the nearest pedal,
while the back seat is 3ft. 8in.
between the arm-rests, and has
1ft. 8in. leg-room.

Every ordinary accessory for
comfort and convenience is pro-
vided. For instance, the roof
lamp can be reached from the
driving seat, though the rear
blind has not a distant control ;
the instrument panel is beauti-
fully lighted indirectly and con-
tains a fuel gauge, but not a water temperature
indicator ; the screen winds up vertically an inch or
so and provides very efficient ventilation in hot weather.
The control for the vacuum windscreen wiper is on
the instrument board, where it is extremely convenient,
and the wiper, by the way, operates at once in response
to the control and works at almost full throttle.

The customary engine auxiliaries are provided, such
as an air cleaner and oil filter, and the oil filler and
dipstick are adjacent. Then the sparking plugs and
ignition distributor are well placed for ordinary atten-
tion. The engine starts easily and quickly warms up
to its work. It is a very good point that a special
form of spring shackle is used all round, requiring no
lubrication or attention. '

Brake adjustment nuts are on the drums and are
accessible at the front and not so easy to reach at
the back. The battery can be topped up when a
small trap under the front mat has been lifted. The
head lamps give plenty of light in a flat-topped beam
which could have a longer range in view of the car’s
speed. Chromium plating is a good feature if it wears
well, while the general finish is attractive.

Above all, the car’s effortless top gear performance
stands out; further, it is comfortable and pleasant to
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compared with that of many European cars. The drive and to ride in, and it looks impressive.
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