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No. 50.
Very Much Improved Car

28.4 h.p. BUICK SALOON
with Brakes and Steering Improved Almost

. Out of Knowledge.

The iliustration above indicates the size of the 28.4 h.p. Buick saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HE latest model Buick, in any case one.of the
most famous of the American cars that have an
established reputation in this country,.is all the
more interesting because its popularity has in no way
been affected by the fact that the capacity of the engine
is larger than that of the 1929 models, which, it will
be remembered, were, in their turn, larger than their
predecessors. In fact, one would imagine that with a
car of this type an increase in engine size within certain
limits has little or no adverse effect, despite the oft-
repeated argument that the average motorist’s selection
is very strictly limited by the yearly tax he has to pay.
On the other hand, it is obviously beyond question
that the augmented
capacity of the
power unit has very
materially affected
the performance of
the car, simply, of
course, because the
engine has more
power, while the
complete car re-
mains at its original
weight. And this
increased power has
been used not so
much to raise the
maximum limit of
the car’s speed as
to give it that much
more important fea-
ture, a flexibility
on top gear that
some years ago
would have been
regarded as charac-

teristic of a steam engine alone. In fact, the Buick
is one of the best examples there is of the internal com-
bustion engine’s ability to rival the older motive power
in every way. :

The car, naturally, will climb most hills on top gear,
certainly up to I in 10, which means that no gear
changing is necessary during most days’ running along
our main roads; but, quite apart from that, because,
after all, the top gear performance of most cars nowa-
days is extremely good, the particular advantage of the
Buick combination of engine power, gear ratio and weight
lies chiefly in the car’s ability to climb hills on top gear
quite slowly, to have an unusual reserve of power in
such circumstances,
so that the machine
can be checked to a
crawl on a gradient
yet pick up without
signs of strain. Ac-
tually, the car can
be manceuvred as
though it had no
gear box, and as
though none were
necessary, except
for just that one
moment when the
machine starts away
from a standstill.

The engine  is
smooth and quiet,
so quiet at certain
speeds that it might
not be there at all,
and there is a most
noticeable absence
of flurry. It is
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hardly a compliment to say that
the clutch is extremely good, be-
cause the average American
clutch is in almost every case
excellent. The gear change
handles well if needed, the more
so because the long, spidery
lever is, despite its diameter, very
stiff, while the knob is within
a few inches of the driver’s hand
when resting on the rim of the
wheel in its normal position.
That the larger engine would
give a Dbetter performance
stands to reason, but what is not
so expected is that the steering
and brakes have been improved
almost out of knowledge, the
steering particularly, because,.
though it has a low gear ratio,

it has a distinct and excellent caster action, a thing
which has made the car hold the road at speed in a
way it has not done before, and has greatly facilitated
corner work by reason of the definite stability and auto-
matic return. It is, moreover, extraordinarily interest-
ing to find an American car with the Europe

caster action.

As to the brakes, the
chief improvement, of
course, is the adoption of
internal expanding shoes,
replacing the external con-
tracting bands. Bands
make an excellent brake,
give a greater area of con-
tact for a given size of
drum than the shoe, but,
though the band brake is
generally excellent when
the car is new, it can be a
nuisance later on, partly
because mud naturally
coats the band, more usu-
ally because the clearance
between the band and
the drum is very small.

Double-acting hydraulic
shock absorbers, used with
typically American springs,
give a suspension which is
not like that of a European
car, but is, nevertheless,
extremely comfortable,
damping out shock pro-
perly, giving the body a
slow up-and-down move-
ment which makes the
springs feel like springs,
and that without over-
much roll on corners. The
car as a whole is quiet, the
rear axle being inaudible
and the exhaust almost in-
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meter was steady at 72 m.p.h.
The car, as a matter of fact, was
almost brand new.

As usual, the equipment and
coachwork have been studied
from the point of view of the
future owner of the car. The
instruments are panelled, as is
customary, but are not in any
way eccentrically panelled, are
indirectly lighted, but can also
be lighted by a direct dashboard
lamp if an even better view of
the dials at night is essential,
the two forms of lighting being
controlled by one switch. The
contents of the fuel tank are, of
course, shown by one of the
dials. While the car is running,
by the way, the consumption of

all lamps is balanced by the dynamo output.

The body has many European characteristics, the
front seats being individual and separately adjustable,
the rear seat deep and well upholstered, both having
good leg room. Big ventilators each side of the scuttle
can be opened or closed by foot; the windscreen rises

to afford further ventila-

tion. There is, of course, a

28.4 h.p. BUICK SALOON.

2 IGNITION

5to 1
45t 1

Turning circle : 39ft. 6in.

Tank capacity 16 gallons, fuel consumption 15-17 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in immediately, 10-12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 33 cwt. 1 gr. 14 1b.

Price, with five-seater saloon body, £485.
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28.4 h.p., six cylinders, 87.31 x 117.47 mm. (4,212 c.c.).
Tax £29.
Wheelbase 9ft. 10in., track 4ft. 83in.

Overall length 14ft. 8in., width 5ft. 1lin., height 6ft.
Tyres: 19 x 5.50in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle
gear ratios.
1:.9 to 1

1 roof lamp, and all the win-
dows can be lowered. The
one on the driver’s side, by
the way, would be better
with a  quick - acting
mechanism. In the centre
boss of the steering wheel
are controls for the throttle
and ignition, though the
latter hardly seems to need
a control, and a single lever
switching on the side and
tail lamps, the head lamps,
or bringing into operation
the dimming device. Pos-
sibly because the steering
gear has been shifted from
the left to the right-hand
side, the throttle seems at
first a little awkward.

Detachable rims one can-
not like from the European
point of view, and the
pressed steel luggage car-
rier at the back is typical,
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rest lockers. The appear-
ance of the car has been
improved by reducing the
amount of visible chrom-
ium plating at the front of
the radiator top tank.
Certainly a very much
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