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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Buick Light Eight saloon.

BUICK LIGHT EIGHT SALOON

Undoubted Justification for the Adoption of the Straight Eight Engine.

ONSIDERED by itself, it was an interesting

announcement a comparatively short time ago that

. the Buick had gone over entirely to straight eight

engines, for this make, made by the gigantic General

Motors concern, has for many years past possessed a six-

cylinder power unit, and an extremely good six into the
bargain.

_In practice, the alteration is amply justified. It is
difficult to imagine a car built on orthodox lines which
can be easier for the average driver to handle, simply
because for the greater part of the time the machine does
its work on top gear alone. Tlhe Buick will run quite
smoothly at a slow walking pace on top, accelerate there-
from with nothing more than opening up the throttle,
and reach a good cruising speed very quickly indeed.

Ordinary city traffic can be negotiated on this ratio,
and it is an unusual type of main road hill which will
bring the machine off top gear. Then, when that hill
is_encounteréd—and it must certainly be steeper than
1 in g—the speed can be allowed to drop quite low before
second gear is en- -
gaged, at which S
point the change is
relatively simple

by the ordinary .
double - cluiching
method, and the
engine accelerates

away on the lower
gear with very real
power. First is
purely for emer-
gency work, and
should take the car,
with the full load,
up the steepest
freak gradient.
This, in any case,
is excellent, but
what makes the
performance still
better is that the
engine is not over-
big as we in Zais

country are coming to view the matter, nor are low gear
ratios employed to obtain the effect, a point which is
emphasised by the fact that 40 m.p.h. is possible on
second, and, again, by the timed speed figure, which is
obviously cutside the range of average requirements.
Actually, the test was made in about the worst possible
conditions—in rain, with a gale not favourable to the
car, and 70 m.p.h. can certainly be reached on the road.

Far more important, really, is the effortless, comfort-
able cruising at anything up to 50 m.p.h., the engine
soft, quiet and free from the hiss of air entering the car-
buretter that is sometimes noticed with a mechanically
quiet engine. Above all, the car is controlled nearly
the whole time by the throttle and brake pedals alone;
furthermore, the steering is really light, yet definite and
free from the faults peculiar to steering gear, though
there is no distinct caster action; the wheel itself gives
a secure grip for the fingers and is comfortably shaped.

The gear lever is convenient. The hand-brake lever
could with advantage be closer to the driver, and the
clutch, as would be
expected, takes up
the drive cxtremely
smoothly. At first
one is inclined to
think that the
pedals themselves
are high in relation
to the floorboards,
but any slight pecu-
liarity in this direc-
tion means nothing
after a short ac-
quaintance with the
car. The brake
action is light, de-
cisive and causes
no deviation from
the straight, even
on wet roads, there
being ample power,
too, over the im-
portant lower speed
range, which is
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sometimes not the case. - The
hand brake, also, is powerful,
and acts on the road wheels.
Outwardly, the body is con-
ventional and the finish is good,
but within quite clearly there is a
big departure from what is
usually found in a machine of
this type.  To begin with, the
upholstery is good leather, and
the one-piece front seat is in-
stantly adjustable. Then, in de-
tail, there is an ash tray for the
front compartment, as well as
two more at the back ; a roof net
is fitted ; and there is a big pocket
behind the front seat ; finally, the
blind for the rear window can be
raised and lowered by the driver
—the desirability of which small S
convenience has been emphasised frequently in regard
to transatlantic cars, this being the kind of thing which
means a great deal in terms of comfort and pleasure.
The back seat easily takes three people, there are arm-
rests, all six side windows wind up and down, the doors
can be locked, and the rear-quarter windows have blinds
as well. In addition, there are a footrest and a con-
venient rail for rugs and

small radiator, which is in con-
tact with the cooling water, thus
keeping the oil at a safe tempera-
ture and also accelerating the
warming-up process from cold
without harmful effects.  Inci-
dentally, starting is very easy,
there being a heating device for
the mixture controlled from the
instrument board, while a ther-
mostat automatically opens and
closes the radiator shutters.

The oil dipstick is convenient
and the filler well placed, though
it might be of greater diameter,
and on a long, fairly fast test run
the consumption of oil was barely
measurable. Fuel feed is by a
mechanical pump, there is a
g . glass bowl filter, and the car-
buretter has an air-cleaner and intake silencer.

The head lamps, which are Lucas, are very good, and
with all lights on there is a discharge of 3 amperes at
normal speeds with the engine warm. The switch
which controls all the lamps from the steering wheel is
especially convenient, and the dimming device effective.

General equipment includes a folding luggage grid,

: while the radiator and fuel

coats. : BUICK LIGHT EIGHT SALOON. tank have . Qquick-action
At the front, the wind- MANFOLD STRANGLER THROTTLE HORN [y I caps. Opinion as to the
screen glass can be raised s 0 : LEVER| BUTTON flfl | wooden type of wheel

IGNITION

vertically about two inches, CONTRAL

and there are ventilators in
the scuttle sides, while the °
screen has a suction wiper
which will work at as high
a speed as 50 m.p.h. The
instruments are panelled
attractively and illumin-
ated either indirectly or
directly by a form of flood
lighting ; either way, the
dials are very clear to read
at night, among them being
an accurate fuel tank gauge
and an engine thermo-
meter, though a clock is not
standard.

The tools are carried be-
neath the front seat
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GEAR  STARTER
LEVER SWITCH

DATA FOR

Tax £27.

26.45 h.p., eight cylinders, 73.025 x 107.95 mm. (3,616 c.c.).

with detachable Tims is
somewhat divided in this
country; as against the
heavier appearance im-
parted to the car by this
style of wheel,” and greater
susceptibility to side strain,
the wood wheel is un-
doubtedly lighter in actual
weight and easier to clean
than the wire-spoked type.

As a matter of fact, wire
wheels can be supplied on
this model at an extra
charge of f12. It may
also be mentioned that,
whereas the Light Eight
as tested has a normal
three-speed gear box, the
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GEAR LEVER

ACCELERATOR
PEDAL POSITIONS

THE DRIVER.

cushion, and the battery is
accessible for inspection.
Regarding the engine,
the sparking plugs are en-
closed by an easily remov-
able cover-plate concealing
the overhead-valve gear,
the dynamo is positively
driven and its output con-
trolled thermostatically ac-
cording to the engine tem-
perature. An interesting
provision is the means
adopted to circulate the l
lubricating oil through a

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 8}in.
Overall length 13ft. 10in., width 5ft. 10in., height 6ft.
Tyres: 28 x 5.25in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

two larger models which
complete the range have
what is known as the

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed <
n‘g'enr ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mpl.ie. s}_’n.cromeSh gear box,
lg-g 1 81 see giving an exceptionally
45t01 8 sec. 67.16 m.p.h. easy change between top

Turning circle: 39ft.

Tank capacity 13} gallons, fuel consumption 17 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set, 10-12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 29 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £398.
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34 FEET from 3OMPH. ‘
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and second without the
need for double declutch-

ing in changing down or
k pausing in neutral when
1 changing up.

A good car, pleasant to
drive, with a record for
durability as a make, and
remarkable value.
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