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“THE AUTOCAR ™ ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illustration above vepresents the size, in feel, of the 5-litre Bugalti saloon

No. 645

EW names have the power to suggest speed as does
F that of Bugatti; but not all are well aware that
to-day Bugatti makes cars which are silent and
absolutely tractable. To anyone not acquainted with
the latest products of the famous Molsheim factory, the
5-litre straight eight touring type machine comes as a
veritable revelation.

Imagine a big, but in no sense unwieldy, car which
can run on top gear as slowly as a man walks and then
accelerate straight away, cleanly and without hesitation,
up to something closely approaching go miles an hour,
and you have an idea of this Bugatti. But the charm
of the car is not nearly so much in the maximum, which
is such that the opportunities to use it are comparatively
rare, as that the whole way through its range the engine
is very smooth indeed and quiet. Even at the limit,
too, no harshness is apparent, and the engine gives the
impression that it is working within its capacity.

In the fullest possible sense this is a top gear car; it
is normal, when the driver has become accustomed to
the car’s capabilities, to run practically the whole time
with the lever in top gear position,
along by-roads, through traffic,
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really fast, and can be steered literally to an inch. There
is movement of the steering wheel itself over poor road
surfaces, which is pronounced at times, but with the
spring-spoked wheel held lightly yet firmly this is not
troublesome, and the steering has a fine sense of delicacy
of control, besides being light and possessing strong
caster action.

Again, the brakes are sensitive to light pressure on the
pedal, though not so sensitive that the wheels are easily
locked, which would be a bad thing, and are progressive
and smooth though properly decisive for the type of
car, as the test figure in the table overleaf shows. The
hand-brake lever is convenient and the brakeitself power-
ful and useful beyond merely holding the car stationary.

Immediately a driver strange to the car realises that
the gears are changed both up and down by moving the
lever from position to position just about as quickly as
it can be moved, the change is delightful and equivalent
in speed to a racing change. But the clutch is extremely
good, as well as light as to pedal action, and to start
on second is normal, or, if first is employed in the

ordinary way, the car need only
4w be got moving and then a change

and even up a quite steep hill on
which overtaking is impossible,
and up which the car has to be
taken slowly, behind other
vehicles, all without necessity for
touching the ignition control and
in spite of top being a high ratio.
Tractability of this extreme order,
coupled with the performance at
the other end of the range, is re-
markable even nowadays, and,
when found, is a most fascinating
combination.

Yet merely to suppose that the
car has an extraordinary top gear
performance and an excellent
maximum would not be giving the
car half the credit it deserves.
For the big saloon controls as one
would expect any of the fastest

can be made at once.into top.
On first, 25 m.p.h. is reasonable,
while on second the equivalent of
45 is comfortably reached—a
speedometer with kilometre read-
ings being fitted—but little is
gained by making the engine turn
over fast on the indirects, though
it still does not become harsh. The
gears themselves are practically
inaudible, and it is a feature of
these cars, when new just as later,
that the back axle bevels can be
. heard, more particularly at lower
" speeds, although this sound is
definitely not at all unpleasing.
In spite of the stability, the car
does not ride hard at low speeds,
: and even the back seat is comfort-
S ~ able, but as the speed increases the

models of the marque to control, === ~ suspension shows up at its very
is rock-steady on corners taken best, and then the back seat is
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remarkably comfortable. - Fric-
tion shock absorbers are used at
the front and a special hydraulic
type at the back.

“On a very long journey a
wonderful average is possible
without tiring the driver at all,
for the car so quickly gets up to
a good cruising speed, though
actually the cruising speed can
be anywhere in the range, picks
up rapidly after the normal sort
of traffic check, and, of course,
climbs very fast indeed. The
test hill, with its I in 4 maxi-
mum, can be approached at 35
m.p.h. and climbed on top gear,
and, by contrast, a rough by-
way gradient with sharp bends
and a loose, rutted surface is taken on second as though
it were nothing.

With this chassis the coachwork can be a matter of
taste, but.the body fitted on the car tested is a metlal-
panelled Weymann, with two wide doors that make
getting in and outgenuinely convenient for both front and
back compartments. Both the separate fronts seats are
easily adjustable while occupied, which enables different

mal item is included in the in-
terior equipment.

Because of the beautiful ex-
ternal finish of the whole engine
and chassis, one is made to feel
that the car is produced to look
beautiful, as much as it is pro-
duced to run exceedingly well
and be a commercial proposi-
tion; and the natural assump-
tion is that the internal workman-
ship is at least equally high. On
the off side are the sixteen
sparking plugs, all accessible,
and fed from two coils and a
common distributor, each cylin-
der having two plugs, of course.
Also, a Bugatti feature is thres

: valves for each cylinder—two
inlet and one exhaust—inclined and operated from an
overhead camshaft.

Apart from the carburetter, with its water-heated
manifold, and, on the other side, the two exhaust
branches and the accessible water pump, there are prac-
tically no projections from the box-like engine ; yet the
essentials are accessible. The fan has a hand adjust-
ment for tensioning the belt; at the lower end of the

drivers to find an excel- -

steering column is a fabric

lent driving position, and
are extremely comfortable,
giving support high in the
back. ; :

The car has done the
equivalent of, roughly, a
year and a half’s hard
work; but the body—
the whole car, in fact—
is free from squeaks
and rattles, and the
doors shut nicely without
slamming. At the back
there is good leg-room, and
the seat is very comfort-
able, with nicely sprung

side arm rests and a folding SWITCH
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shock. Fuel feed is by
two electric pumps.

No oil is held in the
sump, the dry-sump sys-
tem being used, and the
reservoir is in the scuttle,
with an accessible filler.
|| The radiator has an ex-
tremely good snap-catch
filler cap. There is a fuel
reserve of three gallons.

There are individual ad-
justments for the brakes,
and the wheels are wire,
with supplementary discs.
The neat trunk at the back

“ coupling, which absorbs

arm rest at the centre, and
the upholstery is first class.

In most of its construc-
tion and detail the Bugatti,
of course, is distinctive,
and the instrument board
is no exception. The in-
struments are panelled and
lighted indirectly, there
being also two small ex-
ternal lamps to light the
rest of the board.  Fuel
gauge, oil-pressure gauge,
and speedometer have
metric readings, and a
clock and thermometer are
provided. The windscreen
opens only sufficiently for
ventilation, and has a good
slectric wiper. Every nor-
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GEAR BRAKE ACCELERATOR
LEVER LEVER  PEDAL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER
32.5 2. oo dglgt cylinders, 81x 130 mm. (5,350 c.c.).

Wheelbase 11£t. 6in., track 4ft. 7in.
-’ width Bft. S}in., height 5ft. 6in.

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

Tyres: 32X 6in. on detachable e wh with discs.
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
ge’-; r:ﬂcil. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
.8 to —

5.45 to 1 sec.

39 tol : 8% sec. 88.23 m.p.h.
Turning circle: 44ft. 5in. (rl&ht)z 53ft. 6in. sldt)
Tank ca ty 23 gallons, fuél consumption 12 m.p.s.
12-volt %hung set cuts in at 12 m,p.h., 13 amps, at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 36 cwt.

Price, with lpol:tl two-door saloon body, £1,485.

< SIFEET from 30MPH. %
© ®

is fitted with two suit-
cases, while two spare
wheels are standard.
With all lights on and
the electric wiper working,

the current output is
slightly in excess of the
consumption. Each head

lamp has two bulbs, one of
which is for dimming.

Altogether, a most re-
markable motor car,
highly satisfying in the
easy, purposeful manner
of its performance, and
with a charm and in-
dividuality it is impossible
to appreciate adequately
without actually going out
on the car.
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