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Road Tests Showing Principal Characteristics.

A 90 m.p.h.
Sports Car
with a Very
Attractive
Performance.
Lightning
Get-away
and FEase of
Control are
Features.

TO convey in words thé precise
charm of the 43-litre Bentley
without wusing an unconvincing
wealth of superlatives is a difficult
matter; it is a car which must be
driven to be appreciated. The way in
which it endears itself to the driver
after a few hundred miles on the
road is due to many remarkable at-
tributes, such as a rocket-like ac-
celeration, a well-nigh perfect driv-
ing position, excellent brakes, de-
lightful steering and road-holding
extraordinary.

Easy Gear Changing,

This car is not, of course,
“ everybody’s money,” to use a col-
loquialism; the driver must be pre-
pared for frequent gear changes,
and although the process of chang-
ing gear is a pleasure in itself on
the Bentley, it is admittedly not one
which appeals to the majority of
drivers., However, considering that
the top gear ratio is 83 to 1, and
that with an open four-seater body
the car weighs 82 cwt., the top gear
running at low speeds is much better
than might be anticipated, so that
we were able without much diffi-
culty to carry out our top-gear ac-
celeration tests from 10 m.p.h., but
to get comfortable running at this
speed it is distinctly advisable to
change down to third.

Starting from a standstill the car
will get away without distress on
the second gear of 5% to 1, and the
changes up from second to third
and from third to top are both very
rapid. The very great acceleration
available is clearly shown by the
graphs reproduced, perhaps the
most remarkable figure being the
time required to reach 60 m.p.h.
from 10 m.p.h. on third gear—i8

Tests were carried out at
Brooklands track,

e 41-LITRE BENTLEY
SPORTS FOUR-SEATER

CAR TESTED: 4}-litre Bentley sport-
ing open four-seater; price, £1,295,

ENGINE: Four cylinders, overhead
valves and camshaft; bore, 100
mm. ; stroke, 140 mm.; capacity,
4,398 c.c.; rating, 24.8 h.p.

TRANSMISSION : Inverted cone clutch;
four-forward speed gearbox wil‘
;.l:‘l;t-hmd control; spiral-bevel

drive.

SPEEDS ON GEARS: Togo(s.s.v to 1}
80 m.p.h.; third (4.70 to 1), 8
m.p.h.; second(5.76t0 1), 58 m.p.h.;
bottom (9.33 to 1), 38 m.p.h.

BRAKES: On all four wheels. Stop-
Py Y P,
m.p.h.; X m.p.h.;
18” ft. from 60 m.p.h.

PETROL CONSUMPTION : Approxi-
mately 16 m.p.g., driven hard ;
16~ on rear tank.

TURNING CIRCLES: Left, 48 ft.;

ht, 49 ft. 4

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase, 10 ft.
10 ins.; track, 4 ft. 8 ins.; overall
wwhcuh. 5 ft. 8 ins.; lengih, 14 ft.

wmain-' (As tested, with twoup) : 35
cw

BENTLEY MOTORS, Ltd.,
Pollen House, Cork St., London, W.1,

seconds. On top gear, starting at
the same speed, 80 m.p.h. can be
reached in 46 seconds, 85 m.p.h. in
less than a minute and the maxi-
mum speed of 90 m.p.h. in 1}
minutes. This means that in traffic
the car can be made to leap ahead
whenever an opportunity presents
itself in a fashion which quite
spoils the driver for a return to a
slower vehicle,

Incidentally, the Smith speedometer
was checked at a number of speeds
over the half mile on Brooklands
track and proved to be dead ac-
curate, so that there is no room for
doubt as to the authenticity of the
figures obtained. Furthermore, the
essential complement to lightning
acceleration—excellent brakes—is
not lacking in the Bentley, the
pedal-operated four-wheel = system
being powerful and yet light in
operation. There is also a hand
lever controlling independent rear-
wheel shoes.

Excellent Driving Position.

Owing to the faet that most
people order bodywork to suit their
own requirements we do not repro-
duce a complete dimensioned dia-
gram for the four-seater Van den
Plas body with which the car tested
was fitted, but we give the dimen-
sions showing the driver’s seating
position, as this is as near ideal as
one can expect in an imperfect
world. Thus the fully raked steer-
ing column brings the wheel to a
position such that it is under per-
fect control and the driver does not
need to move his body in order to
reach any lever or pedal which he
may desire to operate: conditions
which it is easy to postulate but
which are very seldom met in the
design of a car.

Although the steering is light9 in
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operation the steering wheel move-
ment is comparatively small, so that
the car can be swung about more
easily than many vehicles of half
the weight. Again, there is a nice,
self-centring action in the steering
gear, so that upon freeing the wheel
the car straightens out automa-
tically as the rim slithers back
through the fingers.
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The engine, despite the fact that
each cylinder has a capacity of
about 1,100 c.c., runs smoothly for
a “four” at all except the lowest
rates of revolution, and has a high
degree of mechanical silence. The
exhaust is fairly free, but its rumble
is by no means strident or unplea-
sant. To get the best results the
ignition timing control must be care-
fully handled, full retard being ne-
cessary for slow running and when
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engine; thus at 60 m.p.h. the Bent-

.ley can be kept cruising for mile

upon mile with the throttle only
slightly open and an immense re-
serve of power ready for hills or
acceleration, and the engine is then
turning at only 2,330 r.p.m. The
maximum revolution speed is 3,500
r.p.m., which is reached at 93
m.p.h. on “top,” 69 m.p.h. on third,
56 m.p.h. on second and 34 m.p.h. on
bhottom gear.

We have already commented

The car, the engine
and the acceleration
figures.

Wherever road conditions permit
of a sufficiently clear view ahead
curves can be taken at very high
speeds without any sense of inse-
curity, the car holding the road as
though running on rails and evine-
ing no tendency to roll. This no
doubt is due to scientific weight dis-
tribution, a low centre of gravity
and to the characteristics of the sus-
pension system. The last-named con-
sists of semi-elliptic springs and
duplex Hartford shock absorbers all
round, together with British Good-
rich tyres. As might be expected
this suspension (if adjusted to make
high speeds permissible with only
two up) is somewhat harsh at low
speeds on rough surfaces, but the
Hartfords are all accessible, so that
they can readily be adjusted to get
easier riding when desired.

c20

starting. The power unit has many
features of interest including a five-
bearing crankshaft, ignition by two
M.L. magnetos, an overhead cam-
shaft operating four valves per cy-
linder, B.H.B. pistons and two S.U.
carburetters.

The charm of this car on a long,
fast main-road run is partly due
to the low revolution speed of the

upon the easy change afforded by
the separately mounted four-for-
Jvard-speed gearbox, and it remains
-M.RH.' 0
: e O B o e
e e ol S
v eceany 7 | L7
< / Sl
240EAR 47
#1 Rl by > ; 4 /
40l —1—/" 4 ’7
/’/,/
//
20 _y'/ / 4. 74 78y
*
> | ||
osnouaou:ossw-assouooamnh
.~

to remark upon the fact that the
gears are very quiet, so that in traf-
fic the car can be run on third with-
out unpleasant noise. .
We were somewhat surprised to
find that the car would climb Brook-
lands test hill from a standing start
on the second gear ratio of 5.76 to




