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February 22nd, 1929.

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS

EW cars have

provided  quite

such a puzzle as
the 43-litre Bentley,
for if its specification
be put down coldly on
paper, and without
comment, it suggests
at once a machine
which is not of the
most modern  type.
The big four-cylinder
engine should, one
would imagine at first,
be at least a six-cylin-
der to hold its place
against all rivals. Yet
this car became fam-
ous almost as soon as
it was produced, and
is particularly popular
at the moment.

This really means
that the car cannot be
criticised simply in
terms of its specifica-
tion, and that is a
point which strikes one
most forcibly after a
long trial run. It
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4)-litre, four cylinders, 100 x 140 mm. (4,398 c.c.). .
Tax, £25.

Wheelbase 10ft. 10in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 14ft. 4}in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 5ft. 2in.
Tyres: 32.5 X 5.25in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine~rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
11.88 30 5 sec.
6.44 50 64 sec.
4.79 70 7% sec.
3.53 92 11} sec.

Tank capacity 16 gallons, fvel consumption 15-17 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 5 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight 30 cwt. 2 qr.

Price, with four-seater body, £1,295.

g 18 FEET 256 M.P.H.
56 FEET from 40O M.P.H.

machine is two cars in one,
according to the type of driver
at the wheel. Given an en-
thusiast as pilot, then the
power, speed and, what can
only be called the tractability,
of the big machine are simply
wonderful. It has a feeling
of tremendous power that, say
what one may, is extremely
pleasant. It makes one think
that, after all, there is more in
the four-cylinder engine than
one would imagine; that, in-
deed, the suggestion of power
given. by the engine when pull-
ing at low speed on a high gear
is by no means unpleasant.

And withal there is no sug-
gestion of undue noise.  The
exhaust, it is true, has a drone
with the throttle open, and a
rather fascinating burbling
noise at very low engine
speed, but one is not conscious
that the engine, or the car as
a whole, is noisy. Particu-
larly does this apply to the
indirect gears, for third and
second are extraordinarily
quiet, and third and second
are gears meant to be used if
the full performance of the
machine is to be realised.

To obtain the car’s full
maximum the shock absorbers
have to be kept tight—tighter,
that is, than they should be
for comfortable town work or
for ordinary touring. With
the shock absorbers tight the
car holds the road as though
glued to it, while the steering
1s light, direct and very cer-
tain. That is another great
point. It is one of the most
pleasant existing cars to drive,
and a driver in tune with it
knows that he has full con-
trol, that the car will do
everything he wills from the

be remembered that very moment it moves off from a standstill.

though, in a sense, the 43-litre The gear change could not possibly be better or more
is a sports model, it is not so delicate. = The gears can easily be changed with a
truly a sports model as to be thumb and finger of one hand, and changes from top
outside the consideration of the to second or from second to top are equally easy and
average driver who wants a entirely noiseless.

quiet, flexible and comfortable Further, the brakes are very powerful indeed, as the
car. As a matter of fact, the stopping distances show, added to which they are sensi-
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

tive and, however violently applied, are not uneven.
The wheel, controls, throttle, ignition, gear and brake
levers are in their natural places in respect to the
driving seat, the pedals are sufficiently wide apart that
one does not interfere with another.

Thus much for what may be termed the fiercer mood
of the car ; but supposing it is needed for town work and
the driver does not feel that much gear changing is desir-
able, then the extraordinary feature is that the big four-
cylinder will run on top gear as though it were a six,

with only the curious and not unpleasant torque effort
to show that there are but four cylinders in the power
unit. It is an exceptional car to handle on top, and it
is remarkably smooth and quiet for town work. That
is why there are two totally different characters con-
tained in the same car, and why it is useless to go into
details of equipment or of specification, since it is as a
whole, and very much as a whole, that the 43-litre
Bentley appeals. In that appeal there is something
more of the living animal than in most cars.

20-65 h.p. HUMBER SALOON.

Pulling Power Improved by New Combustion Chamber; Up-to-Date Coachwork and
Reduced Price.

N its latest guise, with a chassis elaborately
refined, an engine increased in power,
and with coachwork entirely up to date in

appearance, the 20-65 h.p. Humber emerges
with a strengthened individuality. Recently,
moreover, considerable reductions in price for
the various styles of coachwork have added to
the attraction of the car. Nothing has been
lost of the traditional finish and comfort, much
has been gained in behaviour on the road,
and the car evinces some marked characteris-
tics, chief among them being a peculiar power
to pull strongly at low speeds on gradients.
This relieves the driver of undesired -gear
changing and also makes it possible to climb
without having to rush at the foot of lesser
hills. Alterations to the engine at the beginning of the
year included a new shape of combustion chamber, and
this evidently is the cause of the unusual pulling at slow
speed.

An impression is received of a car which is smart but
sedate, friendly but quite reserved. @ Low running
boards and wide doors give easy access to a spacious
interior with plenty of head room. In the front is a
double seat with invitingly deep upholstery, and by
turning a catch the leg room can be adjusted im-
mediately.

The driver finds before him a large diameter and
thin-rimmed steering wheel, while convenient to his
right hand come the long gear change and brake levers.
Then he finds a suave clutch as well as a gear change
easy enough to manipulate. Starting on second becomes
a habit and then the upward gear changes can be made

quite quickly, for the engine pulls so well on
top that there is no need for long accelera-
tion periods on the lower gears. The indirect
ratios are not noisy. The performance is at
all times effortless, and this characteristic
makes the car particularly pleasant to drive.

The engine runs very smoothly and is
responsive, and settles down very cwveetly to
cruising speeds of 45 to 50 m.p.h. or so,
although the maximum is much higher.

Some drivers of large cars like a very
light and sensitive steering with a fair
amount of caster action, others prefer a
heavier steering on the score that it may be
more steady over rough surfaces. The
Humber steering is not ultra-light, and it is
certainly steady. Wheel wobble and similar phenomena
appear to have been banished by an interesting piece
of design. The stub axle swivels are arranged with a
plain thrust washer on the right side, and with a ball
thrust on the near side; the extra friction of the plain
thrust seems to be sufficient to steady the wheels against
the beginning of any ‘‘ shivering ’* from which wobble
might develop.

No special care is necessary with regard to the control
because the magneto ignition is provided with an auto-
matic advance and retard mechanism, in addition to the
lever at the centre of the steering wheel. On the instru-
ment board is a regulator for setting the mixture supplied
by the Zenith twin carburetter. This provides easy
starting and steady running when cold.

An outstanding feature is the effectiveness of the
brakes. Very large drums on the four wheels are

S

C 29



