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September 19th, 1930.

No. 76—SUPERCHARGED 4%-LITRE BENTLEY
The Appeal of Immense Power, Linked with Great Docility.
The illustration above inditates the size of the Supercharged 43-litre Bentley compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

GREAT deal is expected of any Bentley, simply
A and wholly because of the name and because of the
manner in which that name has been gained. But
it is interesting for a moment, in dealing with the super-
charged 43-litre, to regard the car from an angle quite
apart from the speed, and see what its advantages are
in other directions.
For instance—and this the driver who comes under that
popular heading of the average motorist may be dis-
inclined at first to believe—the big car can be throttled
down to 8 or g m.p.h. on top gear, and can be driven in
traffic almost entirely on top and third, and then there is
practically nothing which makes the car any different
to handle from any
other machine. Cer-
tainly there is no sug-
gestion then of fierce- i
ness, nor is there any
such suggestion
when, with the throt-
tle right back, the car
is cruising normally
and quietly along a
busy main road atthe
general speed of the
line of traffic. This
-ability of the car to
potter so docilely is,
in fact, one of the
greatest charms in a
sense, remembering
what is being held in
reserve all the time;
and whatever the
need of the moment
may be—extremely
rapid acceleration or

fast work on a suitable road—the driver knows full well
that the car will respond instantly to the controls.
Certainly, too, the acceleration is remarkable, and al-
though the utmost can be obtained from a machine of
this type only by intelligent use of the indirects, there
is so much power that even on the high top ratio the
majority of hills can be taken fast, if the owner wishes,
while, of course, for the enthusiast there are few things
more fascinating than the proper use of a close-ratio gear
box. Acceleration is becoming one of the most vital
factors of all under present-day road conditions, and, as
a general rule, a car with really brilliant acceleration is
a safe car—that is, in the right hands, of course.
As to actual maxi-
»‘».-.‘1 mum, quite obviously
& it is of the order that
is adequate for all
tastes outside a race
proper, and there is
no doubt the produc-
tion machine lives up
to the elusive phrase
in being ‘‘a hundred
mile an hour car.”’ In
point of fact, the
machine tested was
all but brand new, in
spite of which the
speedometer reading
during the timed test
on the track was 101
m.p.h., comfortable
readings on the in-
direct ratios being, by
the way, 38, 58 and
70 m.p.h. on first,
second and third.
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“ THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

But for practical, everyday
purposes in this country what
really matters is the ability of the
car to get quickly to a fast cruis-
ing speed and to stay there with
no suggestion of effort of any
kind for as long as conditions
allow. It is interesting, inci-
dentally, that from inside the car
the sound of the supercharger it-
self is scarcely audible.

The machine controls exactly
as it should in every respect,
wherein lies one of the greatest
differences between a car of this
calibre and another of more
ordinary ~ type, though some
drivers might prefer a slightly
longer gear lever; the brake
operation is light and the brakes
are properly decisive and

side lever, is powerful, too.
The independent bucket seats in the

adjustable and very comfortable indeed, the back seats
are adequate, there being two doors to the back com-
is admirable, there is pro-

partment, the upholstery
vision for side screens,

smooth, while the hand brake, controlled by the out-

front are mﬁily

and the tonneau cover is
neat and most effective.
The main windscreen is

SUPERCHARGED 4} LITRE BENTLEY.

GEAR LEVER THROTTLE

excellent, having a :

single panel which can be

opened fully by means of
outriggers, there are ventil-
ators in the scuttle sides,
and the screen wiper is of
the type driven in conjunc-
tion with the speedometer,
which, of course, does not
cease to function when the
throttle is opened sud-

denly.
The hood is held
securely, without rattle,

and has a neat cover—
things which, in conjunc-
tion with a good tonneau
cover, are - practically
essential for a fast, open
four-seater that may be
-used for a considerable
part of the time with only

Tax £

Wheelbase 10ft, 10in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 15ft. 4}in., width 5ft.
Tyres: 33 x 6in. on detachabl

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

wire w

gear at the front is e

24.8 h.zg., four cylinders, 100 :: 140 mm. (4,398 c.c.).

8}in., height 4ft. 8in.

tion for the back compartment
to prevent puddles of water col-
lecting.

The instruments are mounted
individually, but are neat, and
an external lamp gives a soft,
green-tinted light; the instru-
ments inclucz a revolution
counter, a clock, and a good fuel
tank gauge, an engine thermo-
meter not being a standard
fitting. The bezel-type control
on the instrument board for the
lights is good, though there is no
dimming device, and, with all
lights on, including the instru-
ment- illumination, the current
output at 40 m.p.h. just failed
to balance the consumption.

Concerning general detail and
equipment, the supercharger

r nclosed particularly neatly, the
engine as a whole is beautifully finished, both sets
of plugs are accessible, as also .both magnetos,
the quick-action oil filler is big, as well as ex-
cellently placed, and the oil level indicator, giving
a permanent visible reading, is good. -

The tools are carried in
a container, of which the
lid forms part of the run-
ning board, and which
can be locked -

There is provision for
changing the tail lamp
from the right to the
left-hand side when the
car is taken abroad; and
the finish everywhere,
with chromium plating
for the bright parts, is
what one expects to
find.

There is something un-
usually impressive about
the Bentley radiator,
especially from the dead-
front view, and, some-
what curiously perhaps,
those exposed details such
as the hand-brake gear
help to give the idea of
an engineering job, which,
apart from a few English

the front seats occupied: B g i g P G e exceptions, is as a rule
It often happens with a 93 to1 s suggested chiefly by the
sports car travelling fairly 47 101 7§ sec. bigger and more expen-
quickly, the windscreen gt G A s 97.82 m.ph. || sive cars which are the
being relatively close to Tank chpacity 16 gailons, fuel consumption 11 m.p.g. product of Continental
the driver, that short of a i T o T RN e T e e manufacturers.

downpour the hood need Price, with open four-seater body, £1,720. A car with the strongest

not be raised, the rain
mostly passing over and
beyond the crew in the
front; which is all right

provided there is protec-

possible individuality, and
it is certain that it is im-
mensely likeable no
matter from what angle
one may regard it.
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