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The illustration above indicates the size, in Jeet, of the 8-Litre Bentley saloon.

8-LITRE BENTLEY SALOON
Motoring in its Very Highest Form: The Tremendous Performance.

T may seem slightly unusual to commence a descrip-
l tion of a car’s test by disagreeing quite thoroughly

with a statement made by a representative of the
manufacturer when introducing the model at one of
the firm’s functions, but so great appears to be the
discrepancy between what one would naturally expect
and what is actually provided that a word or two of
argument is essential.

At the time of the Olympia Show the 8-litre Bentley
was introduced in such a way as to stress to the full
the fact that it was designed to be that rather mysterious
type of vehicle which is generally known as a town
carriage ; and undoubtedly a great many people who
listened to that announcement went away under the
impression that performance was the very last thing on
which the car based
its claim to con-
sideration—so much
so that certain
people undoubtedly
believed that the
performance  was
sacrificed to obtain
other possibilities.

Now, in the first
place, although
everybody knows
what is meant by
‘a town carriage,
and, further, can
realise the distinc-
tion between that
and a sports car, it
is not, in fact, easy
to see where one
type stops and the
other begins. Quite
apart from that,
the one thing, the .=

dominant note, of the new Bentley is its tremendous
performance, and on that performance alone it stands
right in the forefront as an equal, at least, of any other
car in existence. One glance at the figures in the
table overleaf shows, as no sentences or phrasing
can, that the big 8-litre is something quite out of the
common run of cars, even when allowances are made
for the increase in engine capacity as compared with
the 64 litres of the earlier six-cylinder model. '

Therefore, it is impossible to allow that the car can
be described, or in any way regarded, as just a town
carriage and nothing more ; and to remain silent con-
cerning, or in any way belittle, the. performance factor
is, from the sales point of view, to disregard the principal
reason why this splendid car should succeeed.

Had it been that
the performance
made the car diffi-
cult to handle on
top gear at low
speed, heavy to
manceuvre in traffic
or in a confined
space, harsh or
noisy, then the per-
formance by itself
might justly be re-
garded as simply
that of a sports
car, though few of
these features are
easily  noticeable
even in the modern
sports car, unless
it has been tuned
for racing.

Quite on the con-
trary, this car can
br:rydriven really
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

softly on its high top gear as
slowly as a man walks, and can
accelerate from that without
snatch and without difficulty,
and the whole time the engine,
being well within its power, is
silent and smooth ; in fact, it is
only really apparent that there
is a big engine working under
the bonnet at all, and that so
high a top ratio is used, when
the machine is accelerated from
a crawl. For all practical pur-
poses, therefore, the machine
does its work on the one gear,
in town or out of it, and it is
with that one gear that it best
~ sunits the average driver.

The new gear box is interest-

ing, the longer movement of

the lever from one slot to  another being a little
puzzling at first to anyone who is accustomed to

the earlier models, a point emphasised
to start on second and then change at
top is the obvious way of handling the

The gears are quieter than before, and will be quieter
still when there has been opportunity to obtain more

experience with this type
of box.

The use of two broad
shoes in each of the rear
wheel brake drums, in-
stead of four relatively
narrow shoes, has cer-

STARTER
SWITCH

because
once to
machine.

future.

TRAFFIC
SIGNAL
CONTROL

tainly improved the brake
power, and certain altera-
tions have made the
vacuum servo motor seem
more definite and more
positive, so that to the
driver it really appears as
though he can feel the
shoes touch the drums and

DIMMING

thus command a more deli-
cate control. But the
great change in the
machine, apart from its
engine, is the way in which
the car, travelling fast and
with a saloon body, can be
taken round curves and
corners with its shock
absorbers adjusted as for
town work. Itis true that

ONE-SHOT
LUBRICATION
PEDAL

44.99 h.p., six cy!
Tax £4

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
when once one was accus- :l:sn::oll. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
tomed to the earlier 6}-litre 6.32 to 1 41 sec.

475 to 1 6 sec.
that model seemed as Tard 333 00 1 T 7 sec. 101.12 m.p.h.
2 urning circle:
Steady ,as could be wished Tank egpndg. 25 gallons, fuel eon-umgtlon 10-11.5 m.p.g.
_provlded the shock ab- 12-volt llg set cuts in at 11 m.p.h.
Weight : cwt.

Chassis price, 21
yet the new car is steady

sorbers were really tight— l
with easy riding springs

x £45.
‘Wheelbase 12ft., track 4ft.
Overall length 16ft. 8lin.,

POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

linders, 110 x 140 mm. (7,982.8 c.c.).

'uln.
dth 5ft. 9jin., height 5ft. 11}in.

Tyres: 7in. x 2lin. on detachable wire wheels.

0 gr. 14 1b,
.830.

part to the big, stiff frame,
though the fact that the springs
are farther apart and the chassis
lower may have a great deal to
do with it as well: and this
rigidity makes the big car
almost as tractable as one of
the smallest machines on the
road, while it seems to have no
side sway whatsoever on a fast
corner.

It is possible, of course, to go
right over the chassis, pointing
out here and there where im-
provement is .apparent, but,
when all is said, it is not a
matter of detail improvement
that makes the 8-litre Bentley
what it is, for the thing that
counts above everything else is

the way in which the big machine does its work, and its
sense of great latent power.

else is the real reason why so big a machine has a

Exactly this and nothing

Putting it another way, one can breakfast comfort-
ably in London yet lunch at Catterick Bridge, and
during the whole of a run of this type there was none

8-LITRE BENTLEY SALOON.

LIGHTING
CONTROL

of the intenseness that
usually comes into fast
driving; indeed, it was
practically impossible to
believe that the car was
travelling at anything like
the pace the speedometer
showed, though subse-
quent tests proved that
speedometer to be reason-
ably accurate. In spite of
the average, not a single
village or town was
traversed at anything like
the pace that is maintained
by the driver of an ordi-
nary car, and in most cases
it seemed much more pleas-
ant to go through at a
genuine 11 to 15 m.p.h.

Apart from that, the best
testimonial to the ease with
which the car did its work
lay in the fact that the
occupants of the two front
seats were conversing
naturally during the whole
of the run,

In France the Bentley
has kept up a cruising
speed of 70 m.p.h. without
the engine seeming to do
anything at all, and, if the
long northern roads offer,

EET frm SOMPH. can go right up to 100
and so puts the earlier ~ = T m.p.h. on the flat with sur-
model entirely in the ® ® prisingly little apparent
shade, a thing due in great = cormr = L| effort.
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