Apiil 19th, 1929. Soz

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS

AUSTIN SEVEN TOURER
Latest Model has Smoother Running Engine and a Good Many Detail
Improvements.

AS the word “jolly”

brought into the English

language ready for the
birth of the Austin Seven, or was
the Austin Seven produced to give
the adjective a sound reason for
its existence? There can be few
motorists, old or new, in whom
the handling of the little car on
the road does not produce or re-
vive a pleasure.

Most babies grow up and cease
to exercise their original charm,
but the Austin Seven remains a
little fellow, and its makers have
never for one moment contem- -
plated the great mistake of swelling it into a bigger car.

model was taken out; it was a fairly new car with only

So it retains its charm, remains inexpensive, is still easy
to accommodate, and is unswervingly economical to

run. It is a car to
seat two grown-up
people and two
children, and has
never claimed to do
more, but equally
it can handle its
official load with a
characteristic verve.

The latest model
seems to run more

smoothly,  especi-
ally at lower
speeds. This ten-

dency may be due
to the coil ignition
now fitted in place
of the magneto.

The new system is

more sensitive to

the use of the ad-

vance and retard

control.

For trial a sample
the

of touring

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

7 h.p.. four cyliaders, 56x76 mm. (747.5 c.c.)
Tax, £8.

Wheelbase 6ft. 3in., track 3ft. 4in.

Overall length 9tt. 2in., overall width 31t. 10in.

Tyres : 26 3lin. on detach ble wire wheel
Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
nge.r ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
16 22 —
9 39 10 sec.
4.9 51 20 sec.

Tank capacity 4 gallons, fuel consumption 38.6-45 m.p.g.
6-volt lightin3 set.

Weizht: 9 cwt.

Price, with cpen touring body, £130.

22 FEET TROM 25MPH

about 500 miles to its credit, so that the initial stiffness
had hardly worn off. The way in which the car hums

steadily along main roads at a
sweet 40 m.p.h. is rather marvel-
lous, for this figure represents its
natural cruising speed. Another
outstanding feature is its handi-
ness and quickness in traffic, by
reason of which capabilities it
nips along in a fashion denied to
larger vehicles. Since last year,
by the way, the steering column
has been lengthened and a rela-
tively flat steering wheel takes the
place of the old dished type, so
that there is more knee room
for a tall driver, a point many
will appreciate.

It cannot be expected that a
small car can be made to ride so
entirely comfortably as a large
one, but, on the other hand, the
Seven rides extraordinarily well
for its size. In this matter the
latest type of springs and the back
and front shock absorbers materi-
ally help, for the hold which the
car has on the road is better than
was the case with early models.
It was found possible to drive
steadily over a road deeply in-
dented with severe pot-holes, over
which considerably larger cars
have been known to ‘‘ buck.”

One of the f:atures of the design
is the clever way in which it is
arranged so that persons of widely
varying heights can make them-
selves comfortable in the driving
seat, the latter being adjustable
fore and aft, when the cushion is
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raised to disclose a stop. The front bucket seats them-
selves are very comfortable and carry support well 1p
the back. The pedal movement is unusually short, but
quite light, and the clutch is sufficiently gentle.

The pedal applies only the rear-wheel brakes, for the
front brakes are entirely separate and are operated
through a centrally placed lever. Adjustment of the
rear brakes is made through a fly nut, which can be
reached from beneath the right-hand running board,
whilst the adjustment for the hand brake is concealed
below a loose cover plate over the transmission tunnel
between the two front seats. It is worth noting that an
alteration has recently been made to the brake drums,
for the latter are now locked on to the hubs with grub
screws, so that they cannot come off when the wheels
are changed, though they are quite easy to remove
separately if necessary.

Incidentally, below the driver’s seat cushion a very
complete kit of tools is stored——the outfit includes even
a spare gasket and numerous ‘‘ books of the words *’
—whilst beneath the passenger’s seat are the batteries.
Gear changing is so light and simple that it should not
be easy even for a beginner to make a mess of it.
Gradients of the nature of 1 in 10 are climbed comfort-
ably on secend at 25-26 m.p.h., whilst steeper hills in
the neighbourhood of 1 in 6 necessitate the use of bottom
gear, and can be crested at about 16 m.p.h.

Some Outstanding Features.

The indirect gears, as might be expected in a car so
entirely well made, are not by any means noisy, in fact,
the two loudest mechanical noises during ordinary driv-
ing are made by the starting motor gearing and by the
horn.  The vibration of the horn is felt more Ly ihe
passenger than vibration from the engine, which is a
quaint feature!

Concerning the details given of petrol consumption,
it should be noted that the figure of 38.6 m.p.g. was
that cbtained over a trial course, in which a number of
hills were climbed two or three times, tests being made
of acceleration and of maximum speeds. It represents,
therefore, about the worst result which the average
driver would be likely to obtain, for in normal condi-
tions of straightaway running a higher figure of 45
m.p.g., or more, is confidently to be expected.

The cover over the side-valve gear is held on by two
milled nuts and should be easy enough to remove. On
the right side of the engine, at the front, the dynamo is

mounted transversely, whilst at the outer end of the
dynamo is a contact breaker and distributor unit, the
latter being provided with a simple means for adjusting
the ignition timing. Towards the centre of the crank
case on this same side is an easily accessible oil filler
and dipper rod.

The radiator, which was recently increased in height
and provided with a polished nickel, instead of a painted,
shell, has a proper drain tap. Combined head and side
lamps are arranged so that the direction of the beams
can be adjusted, whilst the lamps are carried on the
wings with special diagonal supports to render the
mounting rigid.

Concerning the Coachwork.

As regards the coachwork, there are various points
to observe. The all-weather equipment consists of four
celluloid panels on each side ; these are carried on stout
metal frames, which have spigots that drop into sockets
along the top edge of the body. To prevent rattle, later-
ally disposed screws are provided on the inner side so
that the joint can be made tight with a screwdriver or
be undone for removal. The rear panel of the front
pair of panels on each door is hinged and can be swung
forward and clipped out of the way for ventilation pur-
poses or for free signalling. Of the rear pair of panels,
however, it is the front one which can be undone and
fastened back.

It may be mentioned also that the door handles have
recently been improved in style and provided with
rubber buffers so that they cannot rattle. The doors
are now completely flush-edged and display no bead-
ing, which adds to the neatness of the outward appear-
ance ; further, when the doors ate closed a tapered plug
on the top corner of each fits into a tapered socket
carried by the body side so that the door itself is pre-
vented from rattling.

Since the height of the radiator has been increased
the shape of the scuttle has been slightly altered, with
the result that there is now room on each side of the
instrument board for a small shelf. In each side of the
scuttle, also, the Austin special type ventilator is fitted,
and is so disposed that it causes air to circulate rather
than to set up a vigorous draught. The windscreen is
divided into two panels, of which the top portion is
adjustable and is fitted with Triplex glass. Another
alteration applies to the spokes of the wire wheels, which
have been considerably increased in gauge.

26.3 h.p. CHEVROLET SALOON

Remarkably Inexpensive Six-cylinder Car with Four-door Body and Very Complete
Equipment.

HERE is no doubt whatever but that the new six-
cylinder Chevrolet is one of the most interesting
and extraordinary cars that have been produced

of recent years. It is difficult to believe that a car of
this type could have appeared earlier in motoring
history. ¢
First of all, of course, the astonishing point about the
Chevrolet is the value it offers for money. This per-

haps rather hackneyed phrase is not used as suggesting _

an excuse for the car’s shortcomings, but as an actual
statement ot fact. In this country, even, it is remark-
able value at £240. To judge the car fairly it must be

considered not at this price, but in relation to its cost
in the United States, for that is the actual figure at
which it was designed to sell.

The European, or rather the English, price is aug-
mented not only by the import duty, but by the cost of
transport and by many other overhead charges: the
selling price in the United States is not very much over
£100, and is certainly between {100 and f{200. For
that sum thousands of motorists can obtain a five-seater
saloon with six windows, an adjustable front seat,
practically every accessory that anyone can wish for,
and, in addition, a six-cylinder engine.
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