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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Austin Seven Sunshine saloon

Per)—AUSTIN SEVEN SUNSHINE SALOON

No. 627

Latest 1931 Type with Detail Improvements which are Well Worth Having

N dealing with the Austin Seven it can never be for-
gotten for a moment that the car has proved beyond
shadow of doubt its dependability and durability in

the hands of thousands of ordinary owners. This firmly
established fact is a most important basis for comment.
Yet the interesting point is that fundamentally the Seven
remains true to its original layout, with modifications
here and there to meet fresh demands as they have
arisen.

In the matter of performance the reputation of the car
speaks for itself, and actually it is not of importance,
within a mile or so an hour either way, what the maxi-
mum speed happens to be for the saloon. What really
counts is that the Seven will run all day happily and
smoothly between 35 and 40
m.p.h., with three or four people
on board—and go on doing so day
in, day out. In point of fact, the
timed speed figure is good, con-
sidering that the car tested was
quite new, the speedometer hold-
ing a reading of 53. Also, this is
an engine which, more than most,
becomes very much smoother
after a thousand miles or so, and
during the course of the test the
effect of the smoothing-out process
was definitely noticeable. On the
indirects, which have always been
most commendably quiet for ordi-
nary gears, 15 m.p.h. was normal
on first and 28 on second, with 20
and 37 as limits.

It never fails to be a source of
wonderment what the little car is
able to do in the way of putting
in a really long run in the day,
taking rough by-lanes and their

obvious delight as.when it is running contentedly along
main roads. There is no question that the Seven has
personality ; there is a fascination to which experienced
drivers succumb, and which cannot fail to please the
new driver. The whole suggestion i§ not how well this
little car does its work for its size, but how very good is
this car, considered individually.

With the coil ignition fitted for some considerable time
past the slow running on top gear is improved consider-
ably ; 6 or 7 m.p.h. is possible without snatch, and the
car will do a proportion of its running on this ratio alone
that is hardly credible without experience of the machine,
though it naturally pays for faster work to keep up the
speed on long slopes by a well-timed use of second gear,
especially as the engine seems to
delight in turning over fast.

Some of the later modifications
have made a big improvement in
the control, while others are mat-
ters of detail. “For instance, the
long gear lever is exactly right
and free from whip, and though
the ball-type change might sug-
gest increased difficulty for the
unskilled driver as compared with
the old visible gate, the latest
change is certainly easier to
handle. The steering, too, while
as light as ever, is more definite,
though there is still no caster ac-
tion, an improvement no doubt
linked up with the greater sta-
bility as a whole. Especially with
more than one person in the car,
there is a marked absence of the
fore-and-aft movement formerly
noticeable on certain road sur-
faces, though to secure this effect

severe gradients with as much

comfort has not been sacrificed.
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Again, the brakes are now
connected so that the shoes on
both front and back wheels are
applied by either the pedal or the
lever, and this is a change all
for the better. The linings had
not had sufficient time to bed
down properly, and it is prob-
able that a better test figure
would be obtained later in the
car’s life, and, also, that the
action would be more progres-
‘sive in effect. As it was, at least
one back wheel locked and the
stopping distance was increased
three or four feet by the car slid-
ing, though there was not the
slightest deviation from the
straight or pull on the steering.
The hand-brake lever is reason-
ably convenient, and, since it
operates the same shoes as the
pedal, will hold the car firmly
on a steep gradient.

starting switch.

There is everything to be said for the appearance of
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the latest coachwork, as
well as for the deeper and
narrower radiator shell,
which is chromium plated.
The interior has plenty of
room, the driver’s separate
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

A lesser but important control
which also is more convenient is the hand-operated

ENGINE
SWITCH

is the carburetter.
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enable the occupants to open the
doors without stretching back-
wards or forwards. Without the
sliding roof that was fitted to the
car tested the price is £5 lower,
but the value of the roof in fine
weather is not easily over-esti-
mated, and it works nicely from
inside the car.

A proper oil pressure gauge is
fitted in place of the former
plunger indicator, and some
form of lighting for the instru-
ments at night ought to be pro-
vided, though the absence of a
roof lamp is not so exceptional.
At either side of the instrument
board is a useful cubby hole, and
a pocket is formed in both
doors.

The engine, as always, is very
neat indeed, with nothing out-
wardly to suggest the extraor-

dinary capabilities it possesses. The coil and distributor
and all four sparking plugs are accessible at once, as also
The latest fuel tank has a reserve
supply trapped by a two-way tap arrangement, while

the supply to the carbur-
etter can be shut off with-
out lifting the bonnet. The
oil filler is properly acces-
sible, while the tap for
draining the cooling system

bucket seat being adjust- —.;5{—3 7 4 Ve is now reached from the
able simply enough by s o —— 3 S front of the car, without
means of a spanner, and - , \\\\ raising the bonnet. The
both front seats tilt forward LG engine starts at all times
for access to the back seat, with exceptional ease.
which latter, in common = i It is hardly possible to
with the front seats, has a TRANGLER have the battery more con-
pneumatic cushion. O venient.  Replenishment
The attention to detail is faii ®© of the gear box is also
good, gmd it cannot fai} to LEVER @ BRAKE R \ GEAR LEVER effected without lifting
be noncgd that the fittings LEVER H POS\IT::)NS floorboards, while the ad-
are ‘;)f high q(lilihllti’h The e : k- justment for_the brakes is
windscreen an € win- Ty | st i e da e very easy to operate.
dows have safety glass, the il e %ﬂ!m {r{ There " are I}‘L)O separate
back window as well, for PEDAL. side lamps, auxiliary bulbs

which latter the blind can
be raised and lowered from
the driving seat. The
single-panel screen opens
out with an ingenious and

SWITCH

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

7.8 h.p., four cylinders, 56
Tax £8,

%76 mm, (747.5 c.c.)

Wheelbase 6ft. 3in., track 3ft. 4in.
Overall length 9ft. 3in., width 4ft. 2in., height 5ft. 2}in.
Tyres: 26 x 3.5in. on detachable wire wheels.

in the head lamps serving
as parking s and also
as the anti-dazzle device
when the main bulbs are
switched out. The driving

quick-acting mechanism, Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Tuned spaed light is excellent, though,

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile, 4 - -
though really only suffi- 1601 S on dimming, the contrast
. . H o ec. : 2 =
ciently for.ventxl.atxon, and 49 to 1 198 sac. 52.63 m.p.h. between the bright and
has a suction wiper which Turning circle 33 ft. dim positions is marked.

Tank capacity 5 gallons ; fuel consumption 40-45 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 11 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 9 cwt. 3 gr.

Price, with saloon body (with sliding roof), £135.

With all lights on at nor-
mal speeds there is a sur-
plus output of 2 amperes

is not obtrusive, while
there are ventilators in the
scuttle sides. Itis pleasing

that the side windows in
the doors wind up and
down with a light action,
while attached to the door
handles are straps which

{
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for charging the battery.

That the Austin Seven is
one of the world’s excep-
tional cars is not to be
questioned.
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