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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the 20 h.p. Ausiin saloon.

20 h.p. AUSTIN SALOON

Sound,

¢ Solid”’ Car in which Practical Needs have Obviously been Closely

Studied, with an Engine that Becomes Smoother the Faster it Runs.

N many respects the 20 h.p. six-cylinder Austin
occupies a position entirely its own among modern
cars. First of all, the amount of room in the saloon

body is exceptional ; exceptional also is the head room,
as the interior view shows; and be it said that there
seems to be a great many people nowadays who want
a car which is really high, who feel cramped in the
new style body, and who put no particular value on
lines which reduce head resistance.

Certainly, considering its size and price, this car has
a remarkably comfortable body from every point of
view, and the equipment and finish generally are ex-
tremely good. Over and above that, this is one of the
few cars which has a high cruising speed without possess-
ing anything exceptional .as a maximum, which is in-
teresting, since so
few engines remain RS
smooth  near their -
upper limit.

As it is, the Austin
engine is smoother
the faster it runs,
and a driver falls

naturally into a
speed that can be
anywhere  between

35 and 50 m.p.h.,
over which range the
power unit as a whole
1s both silent and
smooth. Nor from
the lower speeds is
" the acceleration any-
thing but good, con-
sidering the size and
weight of the car, as
the figures in the

The suspension, also, is good, being more of the
flexible town carriage type than of the more rigid sports
model spring, albeit the amount of sidesway on corners
—even on corners taken fast—is in no way excessive.
The steering is typical of the Austin design, for there
has always been something slightly different in the
handling of an Austin wheel as compared with that of
any other car. The low ratio makes the big machine
casy to manceuvre in a confined space, and the car is
at all times easy to hold on a straight road, whatever
the speed.

The gear change, also, is typical of the make, and
at first it is none too easy to be certain of a quiet change
every time, though custom naturally is an efficient
remedy ; and curiously enough, it is much easier to feel
the gears if the lever
is held low down
than it is if the ad-
mittedly more con-
venient knob is used.
When once the feel
of the gears has been
obtained the gear
change seems quite
normal.

The brakes are
good, seem progres-
sive in action, are
not unduly violent,
and appear to affect
each wheel equally
on a wet surface,
while the hand brake
is more effective than
its type usually is.
sf As to detail work,
3 the rapidity of action
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“ THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

winding mechamsm 1s a great
boon to any driver who wishes
to give hand signals in town but
is not anxious to keep the win-
dow at his side open or partly
open for the purpose.

The luggage container at the
back looks well, is sturdy, and
is of a size that is suitable for
average suit-cases, with suffi-
cient space to spare for the usual
collection of smaller articles
that one has to carry in addi-
tion to the main luggage. The
windscreen wiper is electric;
there is a quite exceptionally
big cubby hole on the left-hand
side of the instrument board,
and the instruments themselves
are grouped. To a certain

extent the wheel spokes at first seem to obscure the
various dials, a thing to which one becomes accustomed

very speedily ; and the direct

dials, a small lamp being clipped to the steering column,

is very bright, which has its

vantages, though the latter could be overcome by

colouring the lamp bulb green,
As to the interior, the

lighting system for the
advantages and disad-

as is sometimes done.

standardised, simply because if
the car is being driven out of its
garage first thing in the morning
and the engine is accidentally
stopped, as sometimes happens,
the starting .motor can be
brought into operation at once,
whereas with a pedal switch the
driver has to get out of gear,
then start the engine, then get
into gear again; and the same
thing applies in traffic.

For brake adjustment there is
a single, central hand-wheel de-
vice, reached beneath the floor-
boards, for setting the shoes for
all four wheels.

The tool kit is housed in a
cupboard in the dashboard,
and, in fact, it is obvious that

the arrangement of the various details of the car is the
result of long experience, and has been considered from
the future owner’s point of view rather than from that
of the expert in the works, as is so often the case.

At night the head lamps are good, giving an even,
wide light to a considerable distance, and the dimming
switch is well placed on the steering wheel.

With all
lights on, moreover, the

front seats are separate,
have deeply sprung
cushions, and are inde-
pendently adjustable fore
and aft. In the matter of
general convenience there
is a roof net for small
parcels, maps and so
forth, and the back seat
has a central arm-rest
which, when not required,
folds out of the way. An
unusual point which obvi-
ously can be an advantage
is that the back seat
cushion does not rest
directly upon the floor-
boards, as is usual, but is
raised, and has beneath it i
a space extending the
whole width of the body.
Clearly, this space can be
utilised for small suit-cases
and other luggage it is not
desired to carry in the
proper box at the back of
the car, or in addition to
that accommodation. At
the same time, the seat
cushion has not the effect
of being unduly high from
the floorboards.
Undoubtedly, the hand-
operated starting motor
switch on the instrument
board is better than the
pedal which used to be

20 h.p. AUSTIN SALOON.

THROTTLE  IGNITION
CONTROL CONTROL

STARTER
SWITCH

LIGHTING ‘GEAR LEVER

CONTROL POSITIONS 2
DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

23.5 h.p., six cylinders, 79.5x114,5 mm. (3,400 c.c.).

Tax £24.

Wheelbase 10ft. 10in., track 4ft

. 8in,
Overall length 15ft. 5in., width 5ft. 10in., height 6ft. lin.
Tyres: 6x 18in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
goa,; ratios steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
115 to 1 >

73 tol 9 sec.
467 to 1 12 sec. 63.38 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 53ft.

Tank uﬁtdty 16 gallons; fuel consumption 16-18 m.p.g.

12-volt gung set chits in at 6 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight : cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £530.

ammeter shows that it is
charging slightly, while the
! charge during daylight
hours is ample, so that
there should be no fear of
being caught with the
accumulator ~ practically
empty if the machine is
used a great deal for town
work, with the consequent
continual stopping and re-
starting.

Over and above all this,
the car has made its name
simply because it can run
for a very long time: with
practically no attention
and do its work day after
day without trouble; and
that, after all, is by far the
most important feature
any machine can possibly

There is no suggestion
at all that essential
quality has been sacrificed
to reduce price; indeed,
the car can compare
favourably in this respect
with many machines of
much greater cost, and
there is a certain sturdi-
ness, a certain, as it were,
““solid”’ feeling, that con-
veys the impression of
durability as nothing else
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is able to do.
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