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16 h.p. AUSTIN SALOON

. AUTOCAR” ROAD

TESTS

Excellence of Suspension and Completeness of Equipment Important Points.

IME and experience
have shown that the
public is safe in re-

garding the name Austin
as a gilt-edged security
where the soundness of a
motor car is concerned.
One of the first impres-
sions of the ‘‘ Sixteen "’ is
that outside finish is good,
paintwork bright and
glossy, and general ap-
pearance reserved but at-
tractive. It looks a good
car and a well-found
one.

Experience soon shows
that it possesses certain
particularly good features.
For example, the spring-
ing is quite exceptionally
comfortable for the occu-
pants of either the back
or the front seats. Com-
paratively recently an
alteration has been made
to the suspension, and the
long half-elliptic springs
are now arranged with

strips of zinc between their -

leaves. The effect of this
departure, combined with
the use of shock ab-
sorbers, has to be experi-
enced to be believed. It
is a distinct step forward
in suspension. Then
another point is the four-
wheel braking system. The
brakes are deceptive in

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

16 h.p., six cylinders, 65.5x 111 mm. (2,249 c.c.).

Tax, £16.

Wheelbase 9ft. 4in., track 4ft. 8in,

Overall length 13ft. 8in., width 5ft. 6lin., height 6ft. lin.
Tyres : 30X 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine-~rear axile Maxima Acceleration
gglur ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
198 to 1 -— -
12 to 1 30 9 sec.
79 to 1 45 9 sec.
5.12to 1 60 13 sec.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 19-24 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h. ; 8 amps. at 25 m.p.h.
Weight: 26 cwt. 3 qr.

Price, with Burnham saloon body, £375.

25 FEET FROM 25 MPH 'i,

Brake Test Figure.

el

power, they do not ap-
pear to be wrenching the
car to a sudden stop, but
when the actual stopping
distances are measured, it
comes almost as a surprise
to find how short they
really are. The reason for
this deceptiveness is that
there is no tendency to
lock any particular wheel,
and none to swerve, when
the brakes are applied,
for they go on smoothly
and evenly.

The maximum speed on
top gear is given as 6o
m.p.h. This was the
highest figure which the
dial of the speedometer
registered, but actually the
needle could be caused to
travel beyond the maxi-
mum mark. The acceler-
ation figures on top and
on second gears are good
for a full-bodied five-
seater saloon. Acceleration
on second gear is no
quicker than that on third
gear for the reason that
at 30 m.p.h. on second
the engine speed is be-
coming high, and, al-
though the acceleration
from 10 to 25 m.p.h. is
rapid, the rate tails off
from 25 to 30 m.p.h. for
this reason.

When pulling away
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

vigorously from very low speeds on top
gear the engine is somewhat hard, but
directly the 20 m.p.h. mark is passed it
settles to a smooth and proper six-cylinder
sweetness and shows very little vibration
throughout its speed range. It has, by the
way, side valves and a crankshaft carried
in eight plain bearings, also a crankshaft
torsional vibration damper is fitted.

The car is very pleasant to drive. The
driving seat can be adjusted to give con-
venient leg reach, and the central change-
speed’ lever is so commendably long that
there are but a few inches of movement for-
the driver’s left hand to travel from the
steering wheel rim to the vulcanite ball at
the top of the lever. Incidentally, this long lever makes
for a light and easy gear change, so that full advantage
can be taken of the four-speed box.

As regards other controls, there is a ring below the
steering wheel which sounds the horn. Above the centre
of the wheel are levers for the advance and retard of
the coil ignition and for setting the slow-running posi-
tion of the throttle. Lower down the steering column
is the pneumatic control for the dip and switch Lucas
head lamps.

On the instrument board is an array of dials, includ-
ing a knob for closing the air supply to the carburetter
when starting in the morning, this knob having a half-
way, as well as a fully closed, position. Included
among the instruments is a gauge showing the amount
of fuel in the petrol tank, which is carried in the centre of
the frame and is filled through a sliding spout protrud-
ing to the right below the driver’s seat.

Safe and Solid.

The steering is light and direct, quick rather than
slow, and is free from road shocks. Within the normal
speed range there is no trace of wheel wobble or of
shimmy. The machine feels safe and solid to handle,
for it holds the road well and the driver finds that he
settles down automatically to a cruising speed, on clear
roads, of round about 50 m.p.h. This speed does not
appear to beé particularly fast, for there is no sense of
effort with it.

On hills with gradients up to 1 in 6} the car shows
rather an unexpected quality of pegging away at low
speed on the higher ratios ; one such hill was ascended on
third gear at a speed which dropped to 11 m.p.h. over
the summit. But a similar and slightly more difficult
hill was just too much for third gear, and the car per-
formed best when another change into second was made
and the climb completed at 22 m.p.h. A straight hill
of 1 in 10 gradient was attempted in two styles ; first
it was approached at 46 m.p.h. at the foot on top gear,
and was completed on top at 30 m.p.h. On the second
essay the foot was approached at only 33 m.p.h., and
was crested at 24 m.p.h. on top gear, which shows a
considerable reserve of flexibility and implies that
there is no need for the ordinary driver to rush hills
on top gear in order to climb them.

When the near side of the bonnet is lifted, the car-
buretter is seen; it is not screened by other fittings, so

that the jets can be removed easily
eniough for cleaning. Over the tappet heads
and valve stems are aluminium cover plates,
these being held tightly in place by a series
of small screws.

To remove the cover involves undoing
these screws, but they are not difficult to
reach, and their presence ensures that the
plate is bedded down tightly and that the
joint should be oil-tight and thus prevent the
engine becoming, dirty externally. On the
near side also will be found a large cap for
replenishing the engine with oil, and close to
it is a small cap which, when unscrewed, dis-
closes the upper end of a rod attached t a
float showing the level of oil in the crank case.

The exhaust pipe is carried downward at the front
of the engine so as to avoid overheating the ramp boards.
An exterior oil filter to cleanse the oil in the engine lubri-
cating system is attached to the front of the dash.

On the front of the dash is a rubber block tool holder
accommodating such items as plug and jet spanners,
which may be required on the road. This block is
attached to a lid; this latter, when opened, discloses
a complete tool box concealed in the dash. In this
box all the necessary tools are countersunk, being held
in place by spring clips.

Brakes, Lamps and Coachwork.

The jack and its handle are carried in clips within
the bonnet. One main adjustment is provided for the
four wheel brakes and is situated below the floorboards
of the front seat, so the boards have to be removed 1o
effect this adjustment; there are also individual adjust-
ments for the brakes. Ball adjustments are fitted on
levers on the axles. Ball adjustments are provided on
the head lamp mountings so that the angle and direction
of the beams can be varied, while the head I
themselves are carried on stays which also suppe
wings and are steadied by a framework around
separate from, the radiator.

As to the coachwork, the clever Austin system- of
metal construction is used, and the D gi
body which not only looks well, but is
pears to be free from the noises too oft
with metal coachwork. It is to be noticed that
locks are all strong, and that the winding wind:
freely in their guides. On the driver's side
quick-lift window, whilst the windows in
quarters are also arranged to open. They are provid
with interior blinds, as is the back light.

The front seats are separate and both are adiustable.
the seat cushion being just lifted and me
wards or forwards as desired; it locks itsel
leased. At the backs of the front seats are 12
and there are also pockets in the front

-

windscreen is of the single-panel type, hen open
is locked in position with telescopic ou ; Triplex
glass is used in it. In the b-ak compart IS a trap-
door ; beneath this the batteries are accessibly placed.
The car as a whole may be regarded as 2 smooth
running and most attractive vehicle with a road per-

formance of considerable liveliness.
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