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16 h.p. AUSTIN SALOON

A Car the Wide Popularity of which as a Type is Well Understandable.

N respect of the two

very important points,

reliability and dura-
bility, the popularity of
the 16 h.p. six-cylinder
Austin speaks for itself;
and it is undoubtedly a
worthy successor of the
famous 12 h.p. four-cylin-
der which has been pro-
duced in enormous num-
bers.

The real value of this
type of car lies in its
ability to run pleasantly
and comfortably. for a
very long time without
giving any trouble. It is,
too, an excellent example
of the type of chassis that
most motorists require for
everyday use, which is not
judged at all by its per-
formance, as shown by
test figures, though, in
passing, it may be added
that for the car in ques-
tion there is nothing what-
ever the matter with

- those figures.

What chiefly appeals,
and appeals very strongly,
is that the Austin has a
really fine range of flexi-
bility on top gear with a
relatively small engine
capacity, for it is actually
possible, thanks very
largely to coil ignition, to
drive the car on top gear
at a speed lower than that
at which the = average
man walks, and then to
accelerate from that speed
without any snatch or
judder.

At the other end of the
range, the car will run up
to a genuine 58 m.p.h.,
and will obviously exceed
this speed in the more
favourable circumstances
of everyday running. In
fact, this is as near to
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16 h.p., six cylinders, 65.5 - 111 mm. (2,249 c.c.).

Tax, £16.

Wheelbase 9t. 4in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 13ft. 2in., width 5ft. 6!in., height 6ft. 2in.
Tyres : 30 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
g.r ratios. (m.r.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
20 6 —
12 . 29 1 —
8 43 9 sec.
5.12 58 13 sec.

Turning circle: 42ft.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 8-10 m.p.h.

Weight : 25 cwt. Price, with saloon body, £375.

25 FEET from 25 - M.P.H =

being a single-speed car a3
it is probably possible to
get while still retaining
the European type of en-
gine.  For, quite apart
from performance on the
level, the machine will
climb 1 W 10 with four
people on-“board quite
naturally on top, just as
the previous model of this
size did in its day. ~

Actually, of course,
there is not a great deal
of difference between what
may be termed the 1929
and the 1930 16 h.p.
model, at all events as re-
gards performance, but the
changes that have been
effected are definitely in-
teresting and useful.” For
example, owners of the
carlier cars have always
realised the advantages of
the central fuel tank, but
have also noticed the dis-
advantages, in that to use
the pipe of a petrol pump
on the left-hand side of
the road—that is, the nor-
mal side when running—
that pipe has to be passed
through inside the body to
the tank filler. This opera-
tion is now entirely done
away with, because the
tank is at the back, and
a really big filler with a
clip cap on the left-hand
side has been adopted.
The cap, by the way,
which is far more con-
venient than any screw-
threaded affair can be, is
so arranged that it cannot
be mislaid.

Then, on the older type
car, the instruments were
scattered about the facia
board and not too well
illuminated, whereas they
are now grouped together
and very strongly lighted
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

by a lamp on the
steering column, an
arrangement  that
is certainly effi-
cient; albeit the
sunk panel of
special gauges,
which is used on
many cars to-day,
needs less cleaning
and looks neater
still. Grouping the
instruments has re-
sulted also in the
provision of a
cubby hole of really
useful size. The
radiator now has
1 larger effective
area and rather less
polished metal in
front; and the
whole of the detail
work suggests that
it has been altered
solely for the convenience of the future owner of the
car. The rear window-blind, for instance, can be
lowered by a cord from the driving seat, which cord
can be instantly secured in position without any
fumbling ; and the oil filler, again fitted with a snap-
catch cap, is really big and convenient; whereas, for
some curious reason, designers too often go out of their
way, or so it seems, to make an oil filler inconvenient.

The single-point brake adjustment is retained, and one
still has to raise the mat and floor-boards to use it, just
as a radiator muff is still necessary in the winter months,
though, against this point, the engine has quite unusual
facility for pulling the moment it is started and long
before the thermometer indicates any real rise in the
temperature of the cooling water.

The starting motor is now controlled by a button on
the instrument board, which arrangement has the great
advantage that, if ihe engine does stop immediately after
it has first been started, and while the car is being
manceuvred in a garage, it can be restarted at once
without having togo into neutral andthen ge:back into

gear, as was neces-
sary with the pedal
starting motor con-
trol.

There is the
same delightful
capacity for cruis-
ing at between 35
and 40 m.p.h,,
with scarcely any
sign of an engine at
all, and that cer-
tain delicacy of
control which
makes one like the
car more than most
machines of its
nature.

The new control
lever box on the
spring wheel is
neater than the old
one, and is not pol-
ished ; the electric
dimming device
is controlled from the centre of the wheel, and is remark-
ably good, the head light beam being switched over to
the left-hand side of the road, well clear of an oncoming
car. Provision is made for varying the charging rate;
there are a petrol tank contents indicator and a quite
effective roof lamp, while the right-hand front window,
which is the one the driver uses most to give signals,
can be raised and lowered very quickly by a lever
instead of by the usual handle, which makes it possible
to keep the window closed and the car snug for all but
the briefest moments in bad weather. Why more firms
do not adopt this arrangement it is difficult to say.

The suspension is good, the later-type shock absorbers
are said to be less likely to set up that peculiar grunt-
ing noise which their predecessors affected at odd and
irritating moments ; the seats are comfortable : those in
front being independent and easily adjustable.

It is easy to see how a car of this type attains such
popularity. It is impressive ; there is no suggestion of
cheapness in its finish ; and it handles well, either in the
thick traffic of a town or in the open country.
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