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The illustration above indicales the size, in feel, of the 13.9 h.p. Austin Six saloon.

139 h.p. AUSTIN “TWELVE SIX” SALOON

Attractive and Smooth-running New Car, which is Easy to Drive
and Comfortable.

YSTEMATICALLY to go through the constructional
S details of an entirely new car, and then to take a
sample out on the road and test it, is always an
absorbing experience. Naturally, one wishes to discover
if the various features of the design render a good
account of themselves in practice, and whether the car
ds a whole exhibits individuality of exceptional kind.
The new Austin does possess a distinct character, and
one that is likely to make the car popular. It is a
friendly kind of car that runs easily, calls for a mini-
mum amount of gear changing, is willing and smooth,
steers with exactness, and has a suspension of unusual
comfort even as to the rear seats. It shows how well
its makers appreciate the needs of the majority of
motorists of to-day.
The engine runs
with  remarkably
little vibration, due,
no doubt, to the
relatively short
stroke, the stiff
four-bearing crank-
shaft, and the
monobloc construc-
tion. It is entirely
responsive to the
accelerator pedal,
showing clean car-
buration, and
throughout its range
of speed is neither
noisy nor rough.
The advance and
retard of the igni-
tion is automatic,
and thus the driver
is relieved of any
need to bother

about it; also the car runs dead slow in traffic on top
gear without “‘ pinking,”” the latter phenomenon being
only mildly in evidence when accelerating from a low
speed on top gear up a slope.

Between the weight of the car, its wind resistance, and
the power of the engine, there is a well-chosen balance,
with the result that acceleration from low to cruising
speeds is easy, and the range of comfortable cruising
speed, from 30 to 40 m.p.h., is a wide one. This means
that the car will run happily over normal roads at
such speeds with a maximum of comfort and a minimum
of noise. The engine is pleasantly supple, and pulls
smoothly back to cruising speed after the car has been
slowed for corners, traffic, or hill-climbing, and thus
the driving is no

strain upon the
person  handling

the vehicle.

One point in par-
ticular is apparent,
namely, an excep-
tionally clear view
forwards through
the screen. The
scuttle, bonnet and
radiator are not
too high, although
high enough to
conform with
modern ideas of
lines, and as a re-
sult there is a good
view of the road
edges close up to
the. car, which
means a lot when
driving in fog or
in crowded areas.
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{continued).

The steering is sufficiently
quick to give a proper feeling of
control, but not so high geared
as to be heavy or over-sensitive.
It is just right for the style of
the car, and possesses about the
desired degree of self-return
action. The steering wheel itself
is comfortably placed for people
of average height, and does not
transmit road shocks. No trace
of wheel wobble or patter was
observed within the range of
speed possible.

Being very long, the central
gear lever comes easily to the
hand, asitshould. Gear changing
is not particularly difficult or
particularly easy ; that is to say,
actual changing with a mild

sound can be accomplished by anyone, whereas to make
a dead silent change-up requires some judgment, the
wait between gears when using the double-clutching

method being rather a long one.

though convenient, are apt to have a degree of whippi-
ness which makes for difficulty in feeling for the action
of the plunger springs in the striking mechanism within

the box, which comment
applies to many modern
cars.

The clutch of the Austin
is smooth, and takes up the
drive without requiring
careful release of the light
clutch pedal. The indirect
gears are not noisy, and
the hill-climbing powers
of the car with a full load
are satisfying. For
example, with the equiva-
lent of four full-size people
on board a gradient of 1
in 6} can be climbed at
16 m.p.h. on bottom gear
with a good deal of power
in reserve,

By way of comment
upon the acceleration and
timed speed figures in the
accompanying table, it
may be remarked that the
maximum speed can be
attained at any time on a
level surface, and accelera-
tion is steady up to the
maximum; also it is
smooth.. About the brakes
some sound features are
noticeable. =~ When the
pedal is depressed there is
a minimum of Jost motion
or of springiness, the
brakes go on promptly and
have sensitiveness. They
are smooth and progressive

rear compartment does
to the feet.

Very long gear levers,

zinc bushes of a rustless

and do not tend to lock wheels
or cause diving to right or left,
and therefore they give con-
fidence.

The car tested was a fabric
saloon, and the bodywork was
free from small noises. As re-
gards comfort, the front seats,
which are separate, give plenty
of support for the back, and
they are restful. The adjust-
ments work easily, and there
is plenty of travel. Riding in
the rear seats is more comfort-
able than is usually the case with
relatively light cars, and even
when travelling at the maximum
the occupants are not bounced
about unduly. Entry is easy to
all seats; the flush floor in the
away with minor obstructions

It is worth noting that the pedal arms are
curved, and so need only small slots in the floorboards,
whereby draught is avoided.

One of the special points of the new Austin is that the
duties of maintenance are reduced to a minimum. Special

kind, and packed with lubricant
to last for an indefinite

13.9 H.P. AUSTIN “ TWELVE SIX' SALOON.

STARTER
SWITCH
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GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

13.9 h.p., six cylinders, 61.25 ¢ 84,63 mm. (1,496 c.c.).
Tax £14.

Wheelbase 8ft. 10in., track 4ft. 2}in.

Overall length 12ft. 2in., width 5ft. 2in., height 5ft. 6in.
Tyres: 28 X 4.75in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over ] mile.
20.15t0 1 —
935t0 1 9 sec.
55 to1l 13 sec. 56.25 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 42ft.
Tank capacity 8 gallons, fuzl consumption 25-27 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 19} cwt.

Price, with fabric saloon body, £198.
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4 FLET FROM 30 MPH

period, are used through-
out the brake gear; there
are Silentbloc bushes for
the springs, and altogether
only seven places on the
front axle need attention
from the grease gun. The
batteries, which are
divided into two sections,
are carried beneath the
rear floorboards. Beneath
the front floorboards are
main adjustments for the
brakes; for each pair of
shoes there is a separate
adjustment, all  being
accessible.

When the left side of
the bonnet is opened
access is immediately
gained to the carburetter,
the petrol pump, and the
six sparking plugs. On the
right side is the oil filler,
conveniently high ; close to
it is the oil-level indicator,
and forward of it the
make-and-break and dis-
tributor unit.

The new Austin is a
most interesting and attrac-
tive car, which runs as an
Austin should. It is par-
ticularly easy to drive. "It
creates a new class—a light
four-seater six of a very
economical kind.
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