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STRAIGHT EIGHT SALOON

Good, Inexpensive Car with Several Interesting Individual Points.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Auburn * 8-90" Straight Eight saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

MERICAN cars, it has been said, tend to conform
to a pattern. Many of them do so, but it is rather
remarkable how definite the difference in perform-

ance and ‘‘feel’’ can be between one car and another,

which, seen together, outwardly look very much the
same.

The Auburn ‘‘8-9o,”” as the smaller of the eight-
cylinder models is called, is a good-looking car which,
except for the unusual type of windscreen and distinc-
tive radiator, broadly resembles in appearance the
majority of machines built in the United States. But
when it comes to actual performance it is certain that
the engine is unusually smooth, even for a modern
straight eight, and
possesses that very
valuable, but diffi-
cult to define, charac-
teristic of  being

ood.

In fact, the engine
is soft practically all
through the range—
which means it is
quiet as well as
smooth—and settles
down, if the driver
wishes, to as high a
cruising speed as 55
m.p.h. Moreover, at
the maximum, which
obviously is ex-
tremely useful, there
is not the roar that
might be associated
with a relatively
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30 to 40 m.p.h. there is practically no suggestion that an
engine is working. During the timed speed test, the
speedometer registered 75 m.p.h., comfortable maxima
on first and second gears being 25 and 4o.

For the engine alone, then, this Auburn justifies itself
as an individual type; and, in point of fact, the engine
is better than that of more than one eight-cylinder car
costing more money.

The easy way in which the car sweeps along, taking
main-road hills in its stride, accelerating the whole way
up them, is a thing to appeal even more to the everyday
owner. The acceleration is obviously brisk, and the
utmost can be made of gaps in the traffic, the machine

A e reaching the speed at
which the engine is
particularly happy,
namely, 55 m.p.h.,
very quickly indeed.
The indirect gears
are needed chiefly,
therefore, only for
getting the car under
way ; with the igni-
tion retarded, 6 or 7
m.p.h. can be main-
tained on top gear
without snatch on
the level, while on
second a rough-
surfaced hill - with
two sharp corners
and a maximum
gradient of 1 in 5%
can be climbed with
ease, the speedometer
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at normal speeds of

Access to both front and rear seals is easy, and the seats are well arranged.

reading not falling
below 25 m.p.h.
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The machine handles very
well ; the steering is pleasantly
light, yet not unduly low-geared,
the wheel being thin-rimmed
and nicely shaped. The steering
gear itself has marked -caster
is interesting,
while road shocks are not trans-
mitted to the driver’s arms.
The clutch is light in operation,
and typically transatlantic in the
way the drive is faken up ; than
which no higher praise can be

action, which

given.

Also, the throttle works with-
out jerkiness, and the brake
pedal requires only light pres-
sure ; the brakes themselves, of
the hydraulic type, are decisive
and very good indeed, giving a
proper feeling of confidence.
the irritating “‘squealing”’ sometimes experienced, and
an even better brake test figure would probably have
been obtained but for the fact that one set of the shoes
was so adjusted as to allow that particular wheel to
lock, thus letting the car slide at least three feet and
also to pull slightly over towards the near side.

The gear lever is con-
venient, and the change,
either up or down, pre-
sents no unusual difficulty
of any kind, being above
average in that respect.
Also, the hand brake lever
is admirably accessible,
the brake itself being
capable of holding the car
on a steep hill,

Road-holding is good,
sway and roll being almost
entirely absent, and the
car corners remarkably
well for a saloon of its
type. The springing is
very comfortable for all
the occupants, and the
steadiness is the more note-
worthy since the shock ab-
sorbers are single-acting.’

The interior of the body
is, on the whole, conven-
tional, with good wuphol-
stery and comfortable
seats, three people being
able to ride at the back
without being cramped for
space or leg-room. There
are arm-rests, a neat
pocket in each of the four
doors, and all six side win-
dows wind up and down.
The usual foot rail and rail
for rugs and coats are
fitted, the roof light switch
is convenient to the driver,
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Also, they are free from It would be better i
averagely tall man the

Then the instruments a

but without unnecessary over-elaboration,
indirectly very effectively indeed. The
include a trip-type speedometer, an engine thermometer,

and a specially neat disappear-
ing ashtray is provided for the
back passengers.

As usual, the blind for the rear
window is not controlled from
the driver’s seat, but an out-
standing point of the special
type of windscreen on the
Auburn is that the main single
panel is not vertical, as is cus-
tomary in closed cars, but at a
distinct angle, so that at night
the lights of following vehicles
do not cause glare and make it
difficult to see. Further, the
panel opens out wide, with a
winding handle control, an
opaque, full-width visor is fitted
above the screen, and a good
suction wiper is provided.

f the one-piece front seat were

adjustable to suit drivers of various heights, but for an

position at the wheel is good.
re grouped and panelled nicely,
and lighted
instruments

and a really accurate fuel

AUBURN *8-90" STRAIGHT EIGHT SALOON. tank gauge. There is a big
HEAT MANFOLD ~ STARTER  IGNITION  THROTTLE ventilator in the top of the
CONTROL SWITCH LEVER .  LEVER scuttle, while just above
ali the steering column is an

STRANGLER / electric cigarette lighter.
= TN The starting  motor
Y AR, - 8 switch, by the way, s
X | 2 operated by hand, which
from many points of view
:] 2 N is to be preferred to a foot
i switch, whilst the switch
\ for all the lamps is at the
A S R centre of the steering

ONE-SHOT S wheel. The head lam
LUBRICATION Wi~ ’ ' P
PEDAL D ACCELERATOR beam is typically flat-
’ PEDAL topped, while at a normal
- 2 speed the dynamo output
e | S | Jjust failed to balance the
ke St osantiven IV ¥ consumption of all the
LEVER LEVER POSITIONS 3 lights, including the instru-

DATA FOR THE DRIVER. ment lamps_

26.4 h.p., eight cylinders, 73 - 120 mm. (4,016 C.C.). Centralised chassis lub-
'fv'..’.ﬁﬁ'.. 10ft. 5in., track 4ft. 10in. rication is a feature that

Overall length 15ft. 7in.; width 6ft., height 6ft.
Tyres: 30 3 6.50in. on detachable wire wheels.

| Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
132 to 1 —
8.6 to 1 g; sec. 70.31 m.p.h.
4.7 to 1 sec.

Tuarning circle 40ft,
Tank capacity 16 gallons ; fuel consumption 16 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h.; 11 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 32 cwt. 9 Ib.

Price, with saloon body, £495.

means a great deal to the
future owner, relieving
him entirely of much un-
pleasant work,

A likeable car with
quite a lot of personality,
and offered at a very
reasonable price.

The machine was pro-
vided for test by the
Auburn concessionaires,
Sinclair Motor Conces-
sions, Ltd., 2, Mill Street,
Conduit Street, W.r.
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