July 11th, 1930.

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 62.—STRAIGHT EIGHT AMILCAR SALOON

Lively Machine of Touring Type, with Sports Car Characteristics, which
Holds the Road and Corners Exceedingly Well.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Straight Eight Amilcar saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HE straight eight Amilcar is a machine which
breaks away completely from one’s preconceived
opinion of the make as a type, and, in the break-

away, has been improved very much indeed from prac-
tically every point of view.

The earlier machines, with the exception of the super-
charged six-cylinder sports and racing models, have
been four-cylinder cars with an engine capacity of round
about 1,100 c.c. The eight, by contrast, is a two-litre,
the chassis carries a roomy saloon body, and the idea
behind the car is that it shall be not a very fast sports
model but, if necessary, a family touring machine, with
a lively performance and a maximum amply high
enough for the great majority of owners.

These aims the eight certainly achieves; the car is
comfortable, the acceleration is very good indeed, and
there is an absence of that harshness and noisiness some-
times associated with the smaller French cars, while,
actually, the maximum speed is more than most people
ever care to use ; which means, in turn, that the Amilcar
will cruise comfortably at anything up to 60 m.p.h., and,
if need be, take practically
everything in its stride on top
gear, the eight-cylinder engine
pulling smoothly as slowly as six
or seven m.p.h. on top, with the
ignition retarded.

Where the car becomes addi-
tionally interesting, even sur-
prising, is in the fact that over
and above what may be termed
the ordinary touring mood of the
car it is in reality a combination
of sports and touring machine.
For instance, the gear change
handles extremely well, with a
light touch, and upward changes
can be made quickly ; and using
the indirect ratios, which are not
at all unduly noisy, the driver
can make the car accelerate in a
way that is ideal on present-day

roads, the comfortable maxima on first, second and third
being 19, 36, and 54 m.p.h., while during the timed
speed test the speedometer reading was 128 k.p.h., or
79.4 m.p.h.

Third is an extremely useful ratio, and suffices for
most of the steeper hills, apart from allowing fast climbs
of those hills which actually could be climbed, though
more slowly on top gear. On second, making a stand-
ing start at the foot of a hill with an average gradient
of 1 in 5, the speedometer reading did not fall below
30 m.p.h. during the climb.

Essentially, the car is outstanding for its very real
liveliness, and the speed maintained can be high because
of the quite unusual stability, it being possible to take
corners really fast, the car remaining absolutely steady,
showing no sign of skidding and staying completely
under control. Very few cars, except those of racing
type, are as good in this respect as the Amilcar eight,
and the effect is altogether fascinating ; moreover, from
the practical aspect this means that there is-no roll or
sway to throw the occupants of the car about in a way
which can be very uncomfort-
able. Further, the suspension is
good and not harsh at low
speeds, though the big double-
acting friction shock absorbers
are obviously efficient.

At low speeds and in man-
ceuvring the steering is a little
on the heavy side, but at any-

right, with pronounced caster
action, and road shock is not
felt through the big, thin-rim
wheel. The clutch is smooth and
the pedal does not operate
against an unduly strong spring ;
the brakes do not require heavy
pressure ; they are very powerful
and even in action, and fully
adequate to the car. The hand-
brake lever, by the way, is well
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placed, and the brake
itself is good, while
the  roller - ended
throttle pedal works
smoothly.

The car tested was
one of the very early
examples of its type ;’
it had covered a
mileage equivalent to
two years’ use in the
ordinary way, and
was fitted with a
French-built  fabric
body which does not
compare in detail
with what can be
provided in  this
country on the latest
chassis.

As it stood, the
body was comfort-
able, with a single-

piece front seat, adjustable when four accessible nuts
have been slackened ; the single panel windscreen opens
for ventilation purposes, and there are additional ven-
tilators in the scuttle sides. The instrument panel is

nicely finished, and the
dials themselves are
grouped and panelled very
neatly indeed, and well
lighted indirectly for night
work. They included a
good fuel tank gauge, and
were calibrated on the
metric system on this car,
but are supplied, it is
understood, with English
readings on the cars offered
for sale. There is a neat
cubby hole at either side of
the instrument panel, as
well as a pocket in each of
the four doors, which latter
can be locked. The blind
for the rear window is con-
trolled from the driver’s
seat, the four side win-
dows wind up and down,
and there is the usual roof
lamp, with a self-contained
switch.

The engine is a beauti-
fully neat and workman-
like job, with the sparking
plugs just as accessible as
is possible, which applies
also to the big combined
oil-filling orifice and level
dipstick. ~Fuel feed is by
an electric pump, the mag-
neto contact breaker faces
outwards, and the double
carburetter unit is also
very conveniently placed.
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«“ THE AUTOCAR"” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

STRAIGHT EIGHT AMILCAR SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.8 h.p., eight cylinders, 63 X 80 mm. (1,980 c.c.).
Tax £20.,
Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 15ft. 3in., width 5ft. 7in., height 5ft. 5in.
Tyres: 14 X 45 on detachable wire wheels.
Engine—rear axle Timed speed

ACCELERATOR
PEDAL

Acceleration from

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h, over ] mile.
18 tol -
10 to1l 5% sec,
7.2to 1 6% sec. 73.77 m.p.h.
53to1l 11 sec.

Turning circle: 38ft,
Tank capacity 12 gallons; fuel consumption 19 m.p.g.

l 12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 27 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £595.

- 35 FEET from 30 MPH. ==t
| & g0 1BV,
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Still more important
is the centralised
system of chassis
lubrication ; all that
the owner has to do
is periodically to
replenish a reservoir,
fitted accessibly to
the engine side of
the dashboard, and
reached when the
bonnet is lifted, the
feed to the various
bearings being
on the wick prin-
ciple. It is worthy
of note that the dyna-
motor is silent in
operation, and the
engine starts very
easily at all times. A
clutch  mechanism
allows the positively

driven fan to be put in or out of action according to
conditions—a device ‘which is likely to be especially
useful in the winter, and much better, obviously, than
uncoupling a fan belt for the same purpose.

General equipment in-
cludes racing type wire
wheels and a big luggage
box at the back of the car,
while the radiator stone-
guard adds a pleasing
touch. The external bright
parts are chromium plated.
The head lamps, by the
way, are very good in-
deed, and the dimming
device is effective; when
it is in use a good driving
light is still available, all
the lights being controlled,
in the modern fashion, by
a switch at the centre of
the steering wheel.

A good, interesting car
which can be driven hard
apparently indefinitely
without harm, extraor-
dinary in its road-holding,
and definitely a contrast,
for the better, with pre-
vious cars of this make,
which, as already men-
tioned, have been in an
entirely different category
and intended to appeal to
a rather different type of
owner.

The car was provided for
test by the concessionaire
for this country, Vernon

Balls, Amilcars (Great
Britain), Ltd., 95, High
Holborn, W.C.1.
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