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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{continued)
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The illustration above indicates the size, in Jeet, of the 12-60 h.p. Sports Alvis two-seater

No. 655 (ztwe

EALLY, the 12-60 h.p. Alvis two-seater sports is
a most attractive car. It makes a driver feel
good ; it brings home to the mind the point that
a good car is worth its price, and provides a fine back-
ing for the argument that a six-cylinder engine of the
1,600 c.c. class has to be very good indeed in order
to excel on all points a four-cylinder cngine with the
quality of this Alvis.

What makes the 12-60 h.p. so pleasant is the smooth
ease with which it cruises along at 60 m.p.h. or so.
The faster the car goes the more delectable it seems,
and at speed it would be a searching critic who could
tell without foreknowledge whether he was driving
behind four, six, or even eight cylinders. This engine
has two carburetters and a torsional vibration damper
on the front end of the crankshaft, and the combination
is remarkably successful, providing a rare symposium
of power, smoothness, and flexibili

The car can be handled peaceably for gentle touring,
or it can be made to run swiftly and safely at speeds
which result in a really high average from place to
place. The engine, which, after all, is not a large
one—little over one and a half litres—must have a
fairly high compression in order to produce the power
it does develop, but there is no noticeable explosion
““bumpiness”* when running at slow speeds, whilst
the carburation is perfectly
clean throughout, from
low to maximum speeds. A
sudden snap down to the
floorboards of the ac-
celerator pedal when
travelling slowly on top
gear produces instant ac-
celeration. Top-gear ratio
is fairly high, but the
engine has heaps of power,
and that is why high cruis-
ing speeds give the feeling
of soaring over the road
without effort.

This is a car with a gear
box which is obviously
meant to be used, the ratios
being chosen accordingly.
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The result is a third speed that is a very pleasant help
in time of battle, for the maximum available on third
is something over 60 m.p.h., with 40 possible on
second, and 25 on first. Changing down is carried out
at fairly high speeds in order to obtain the full benefit
of the ratios. For this reason the figures for accelerat-
ing from 10 to 30 m.p.h. which appear in the table are
not a true indication of the capacity of the car,
inasmuch as the acceleration is particularly vivid from
35 to 55 m.p.h. on third, and from 20 to 35 m.p.h.
on second. Third speed is not officially described as
being of the modern silent variety, but actually it is
not at all noisy, and is a remarkably useful gear.

The car has a right-hand gear change, which some
people will regard as rather a blessing in these days,
while the lever is nice and stiff, so that there is plenty
of control over the gear changing. The method can
be more or less elastic, to suit the ideas of the driver,
inasmuch as a clutch stop is fitted, and this has a wide
range of adjustment. With the stop slackened off
ordinary slow double-clutch changing can be achieved
silently, or, if the clutch stop be adjusted up tight,
snap changing after the racing style can be accom-
plished. The gear change, in fact, is a good one, and
also good is the way in which the clutch performs.
All the controls are very well placed; there is any
amount of leg room, so
that a tall man can sit well
up to the steering wheel
and still avoid having his-
knees too high.

The gear change lever,
although it is placed out
of the way of the door, is
sufficiently far back to be
reached easily, whilst in
the centre of the spring-
spoked steering wheel is a
neat set of finger-tip con-
trols for all the necessary
items, including ignition,
throttle, lamps, dip and
switch, and charging rate.

It is not often that a -
steering gear is encountered
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which is so far above reproach
as that of the Alvis. It is light,
but not too light ; quick, but not
too quick. There is very little
road shock transmitted back to
the hands, and the steering is
so definite that the car can be
placed as accurately on a narrow
cambered road as on -a broad
smooth track. It is the kind of
steering which is performed quite
unconsciously.

The suspension is fully in
keeping with the general excel-
lence of the car. It gives very
steady riding, with a minimum
of movement, and without any
harshness at low speeds. The
steadiness when taking curves or
corners fast is remarkable, and in general there is
a definite feeling of safety which must exert a consider-
able influence upon the setting up of the extra high
average speeds which are characteristic of the running
of the whole car.

The brakes, too, are very good; for normal slowing
only light pressure is required, whilst to effect a sudden
stop the pedal has to be pushed hard ; in other words,
the brake action is pro-
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ard adjustable bucket type seats ;
behind the seats is a shallow
space for small luggage, and in
the bulkhead at this point is a
compartment where the side
screens can be stored when out
of use. When in place, these
panels are immediately let into
their sockets by means of ex-
pander bolts.

There is no outward evidence
that the car possesses a hood,
but inspection shows that a sec-
tion of the deck of the body lifts
up, and underneath it is con-
cealed an effective hood on
double-folding sticks. =~ When
the hood is up, the movable
section of the deck comes back
into place, so that everything is left quite water-tight.

There are no ordinary running boards, but an oval
step plate is provided by each door, which is carried
low and renders entry easy. The wings are rigidly
supported, are close up to the tyres, and have very
deep side valances. Tools are carried beneath the
driver’s seat, whilst the batteries are housed underneath
the passenger’s seat. The fuel tank, at the rear, has a

two-level tap concealed

gressive. The car is abso-
lutely steady under
braking, and even if the
shoes are applied hard
enough to lock the wheels
the car shows no tendency
to deviate from a straight
course.

It is interesting that the
maximum speed was timed
on the track with all the
necessary touring equip-
ment in position, and the
screen raised as usual,
although this screen is so
arranged that it can be
folded forwards flat over
the scuttle. The car tested
was barely run in, and not
specially tuned, from
which it may be concluded
that a considerably higher
maximum may be
possible.

Outwardly, the car has
very fine lines, with a long
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Tax £12.

Engine—rear axie
gear ratios.

" 12-60 h.p. SPORTS ALVIS TWO-SEATER
BUTTON
— = P CONTROL
- - . 17 )
: ( i
> ' AND
N EAD LAMP

LEVER
DATA FOR THE DRIVER
12-60 h.p., four cylinders, 69 x 110 mm. (1,645 c.c.).

Wheelbase 9ft. 4in., track 4ft. 2in.
Overall length 12ft. 9in., width 4ft. 11lin.,

Tyres: 30 x 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Acceleration from
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

below the squab of the
dickey, and this enables
one gallon to be kept in
reserve. The finish of the
car, as regards both the
coachwork and the chassis,
is very good.

Concerning general ac-
cessibility, there is a
separate fly-nut adjust-
ment for each brake. On
the off side of the engine
are mounted the two car-
buretters. At the side of
the crank case is a large
combined oil filler and
breather, and close to it an
oil level indicator operated
through a float.

The near side of the
engine is very clean, and
there is ample room for
getting at everything. Coil
ignition is used, but there
is a platform by the side

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

height 4ft. 99in. ;

(with hood raised) 5ft. 3in.

Timed speed
over } mile,

15.47 to 1 of the cranl_c case to take
tapering bonnet, a valance 10.16 to 1 6 sec. a magneto if desired.
1 - 6.75 to 1 9% sec. This is a remarkabl
concealing the frame e e ) >R S y

members, and a shapely
" tail, in which not only is
there a properly uphol-
stered single dickey seat,
but an unexpected amount

Turning circle: 40ft.

Weight: 21 cwt. 1 gr.

<

considerable luggage

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 28-30 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 16 m.p.h. (two-rate charging).

Price, with two-seater sports body, £410.

34 ft. from 30 m.p.h.

fine car, and really an in-
expensive one, for a long
record of success has
shown that the workman-
ship and material put into
the machines of this make

of leg room, and a very B

capacity. Duiver and .

are above reproach. Also
it is a fascinating car to

passenger occupy separate

drive.
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