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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 49.—ALVIS SILVER EAGLE FOUR-SEATER

New Type, with Lower Chassis, Represents a Very Real Advance.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Alvis Silver Eagle four-seater compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HEN occasion arises to make a road test of any
newly fledged Alvis car the fact has to be borne
in mind that the obvious enthusiasm of seasoned

Alvis owners is based upon the customary ability of
the car to maintain an unblemished performance for
thousands upon thousands of miles. The car is built
that way. ;

It follows, therefore, that a test of it should preferably
be a long and arduous one. The new Silver Eagle was
driven well over seven hundred miles, being run down
to the Lynmouth and Porlock group of serious hills,
besides being taken to Brooklands track. It tackled
every difficult task with complete ease. This new
Silver Eagle can play with Lynmouth hill with four up.
The engine scarcely needed to be extended, and showed
no sign of getting over-hot. It is a good engine,
smooth and very willing, and responsive to the last
quarter-inch of movement of the throttle pedal. On
top gear it is flexible and will climb main road hills
easily enough with three up. On third gear the car is
particularly happy for main road hill-climbing, or for
accelerating quickly through traffic. There is no hesi-
tation in accelerating, and the movement of the car
away from low speeds is pleasingly crisp and regular.

The clutch not only moves
the car smoothly away from rest,
but makes a restart with a full
load on the steepest part of a
hill like Countisbury a perfectly
easy matter to undertake. More-
over, this plate clutch is unusual
in having an effective and
readily adjustable brake or stop,
so that the method of gear
change can be adjusted to suit
any particular driver’s ideas; in
other words, the clutch stop can
be set to work very lightly so
that a slow double-clutching
upward gear change can be em-
ployed, or the stop can be
adjusted tightly for ‘‘snap”’
changing. Once the driver has

become accustomed to the travel of the right-hand
gear lever, and the amount of effort necessary to move
it, gear changing is not difficult to master. The lever,
incidentally, is comfortably placed, but at the same time
does not interfere with the right-hand door.

As on all spirited cars, it is necessary to keep the
tyres inflated to the correct pressure in order to attain
the full benefits of the steering and road-holding firm-
ness. Under such conditions the steering is excellently
suited to the type of car, being not too low geared for
high-speed work, free from road shock, and pleasant
to handle for fast cornering. As compared with pre-
vious cars of this make, the new Silver Eagle has rather
more supple springs, with a larger deflection, to increase
riding comfort over bad roads. There is, therefore, a
considerable range of adjustment obtainable with the
shock absorbers, and they can be set to give maximum
ease at moderate speeds, or tight to ensure absolute
steadiness at high speed.

During the speed test the car had the hood up and
the side panels in position. It was interesting that the
machine seemed capable of making repeated tests at
maximum speed without showing the least signs of
distress, the maximum speedometer reading, recorded

with the wind behind, being

69 m.p.h.

Another excellent feature is
the four wheel brake set. These
brakes operate so smoothly that
their stopping power is decep-
tive, and it is not until an
actual ‘test is made that the
driver realises their capabilities.
The pedal travel is relatively
long, and a fair amount of pres-
sure on the pedal is necessary to
obtain a very quick stop, but
on the other hand the brakes go
on with perfect uniformity and,
whether the road be wet or dry,
there is no sign of wheel-
locking, nor any tendency

- to depart from the straight.
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Adjustment is
simple, for there is
a wing-nut for each
pair of shoes.
Besides controls
for ignition and
throttle setting at
the centre of the
steering wheel,
there is a third
lever which pro-
vides a mixture
setting for the car-
buretter. This lever
is moved over to
- start,?” and Sin
this position the
engine will start
from cold very
readily; after a
very short while
the control can be
put back to ““run,”’
and the engine will

take up its work. It soon reaches an efficient working
temperature, as the thermostat automatically controls
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screen is folded
compactly away
into a recess in the
back of the front
seat, which, inci-
dentally, is a single
wide seat adjustable
for reach. By virtue
of the new design of
frame, there is room
in the back com-
partment for wells
which provide in-
creased leg room
and add to the com-
fort.

Illuminated as it
is by a concealed
light, the instru-
ment board is re-
cessed some little
way into the dash,
whilst the latter has
at either side a

cupboard for the oddments that are always wanted.
As regards ease of maintenance: the batteries are

the temperature of the water in the radiator through below the seat and are easily reached, whilst in the

the agency of the shutters
which it regulates. The
coil ignition is used for
starting purposes only,
and normal running is
done on the magneto,
which is of a special polar
inductor type. 3
In these days of the
universal popularity of
saloons it is almost strange
to drive a touring car in
its closed condition once
again. In this case one
could not help being struck
by the excellence of the
all-weather equipment, the
side panels being in rigid
frames and very securely
fastened to the upper
edges of the doors and
body. On the driver’s
right side is a spring-
controlled flap to allow
hand signalling. In the
front a single-panel wind-
screen is fitted, being pro-
vided with a mechanically
operated wiper. Heavy
rain and very high wind
the all-weather equipment
proved well able to resist.
When the car is used as an
open vehicle a separate
windscreen and apron can
be brought into play for
the comfort of the back
passengers. Normally, this

ALVIS SILVER EAGLE FOUR-SEATER.

. THROTTLE IGNITION
ANTI-DAZZLE
CONTROL CONKON’TRO'-

| MIXTURE
8 CONTROL
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LIGHTING
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STARTER
SWITCH N
ENGINE THROTTLE BRAKE GEAR LEVER
SWITCH  PEDAL  LEVER POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

16.95 h.p., six cylinders, 67.5 x 100 mm. (2,148 c.c).
Tax £17.

Wheelbase 9ft. 10in., track 4ft. 6in.

Overall length 13ft. 6in., width 5ft. 7in., height 5ft. 6}in.
‘Tyres: 30 < 5.25in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

over } mile.

20.27 to 1 -

1207 to 1 5 sec. 65.69 m.p.h.
8.00 to 1 6 sec.
522to 1 9 sec.

Turning circle 42ft.

Tank capacity 12 galions, fuel consumption 26 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 8.5 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 24} cwt.

Price, with touring body, 595.

31 FEET from 30-M.P.H. ?
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floorboards, under a trap
door, is a large container
for tools. Chassis lubrica-
tion is carried out by
means of a grease gun,
and the points requiring
lubrication are as few as
possible in number.
Moreover, the wuse of
rubber bushes for the
springs reduces work.

Head lamps with an
electric control for the dip-
ping reflector device are
mounted on a cross-tube
which affords a very rigid
support both for them and
for the front wings. It is
apparent that the lower-
ing of the whole car by
about two inches as com-
pared with the previous
Silver Eagle has had the
effect of making the
machine look altogether
larger and longer, the
general appearance being,
of course, very noticeably
improved. Also the in-
creased width of the body
by some four inches
improves elbow room and
general comfort.

The new Silver Eagle
Alvis represents a distinct
advance, and is the kind
of car to satisfy the most
critical user. -
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