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TVR Taimar

TUDENTS of TVR history will have

observed the steady rise in stature of

both company and car. Line up one of
each TVR model over their near 20-year
span and it is a progression towards refine-
ment both in character and overall perfor-
mance; from 1965 the company has done
much the same. TVR have weathered all
the storms of anti-kit car VAT, fuel crisis
and legislation and now turn out a quality
two-seater GT with performance, general
roadworthiness and practicality that com-
pares very favourably with many more
expensive two-seaters (mostly 2+2s) and
the extra cost over cheaper sports cars is
well justified. At £6,223 the hatch-back
Taimar is cheaper than any Porsche or
Lotus, losing out to Porsche perhaps on
solidity and ultimate longevity and to Lotus
on suspension behaviour, and to both on
space as the TVR is strictly a two-seater
with a limited luggage area.

For normal road use the TVR’s perfor-
mance is all you really need with a nice soft
3-litre Ford V-6 churning out 142bhp and
masses of torque; anything faster adds
more to exhilaration than practicality with
TVR's own Turbo able to fulfill that need as
well as any. With under a ton to propel and
with an easy 21-6mph per 1,000rpm, the
engine gives fairly economical perfor-
mance, too, at 22-3mpg in our mixture of
commuting and pleasure.

In its outward shape the Taimar is little

TVR shape remains aggressively distinctive (left). Underbonnet access is limited, note sound-absorbent padding (below right). Trim
cockpit design remains clean and tidy (bottom right)
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different from the ML but the whole rear
window hinges upwards with the release
button in the driver's door jamb. This opens
to reveal a large flat area on top of the final
drive, so the depth isn't very great and it is
all exposed to the public gaze; however
there is a covered recess under a lift-up flap
that will take a modern document/brief
case. Another covered recess can take cas-
settes/cigarette packs. Under the facia
there is a convenient tray for maps, instruc-
tion book etc. So there is plenty of odd-
ment space and room for a useful amount
of luggage; the spare wheel is under the
bonnet these days.

The facia itself is well laid out and the
five switches on the console easily sorted
with the washer/wiper ones nearest the
driver. Most drivers will find that the gear-
lever is still rather far back on the high cen-
tral tunnel but you soon get used to it and
the short precise movements are pleasant
and complement the light and progressive
clutch. Pedals are a little close together, so
that proper heel-and-toe on brake and
accelerator is almost impossible, as the
side rail prevents much ankle movement so
you have to use the side of the foot on the
throttle.

The seating position is comfortable and
adjustable for all sizes; the only complaint
is the siting of the inertia-reel seat belt
housings which requires the belt to swing
through 90° axially via a single loop at 45°,
The belt doesn’t slide at all easily through
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the loop which negates any advantages of
the inertia reel and renders the belt all but
useless.

Many detail developments have taken
place on the TVR and one of the biggest
improvements is in heater throughput,
thanks to large positive outlets in the rear
panel; plenty of air comes through for
warmth and demisting with fresh air and
screen outlets of the adjustable eyeball
type, which gives a total volume control
from a simple two-lever heater system. A
further advantage of improved air through-
put is in the reduction of wind noise that
used to occur at the top of the sidewin-
dows as high pressure air tried to find its
way out, breaking the seal in the process.
Now, the car is pleasantly quiet at legal
speeds with wind noise beginning to be
audible beyond 70mph, but even 90mph
cruising requires very little radio adjust-
ment; engine noise is subdued with a nice
mellow exhaust note.

The great appeal of a car like the TVR is
the way that its chassis can outperform the
less specialised cars, that it can effortlessly
outcorner any of the mass-production bri-
gade; independent all-round suspension
has been used since the beginning,
although it wasn't until the arrival of the
Mk Il that the VW trailing arms were re-
placed by wishbones all round; the ride
now is firm but well-rounded from well-
damped short-travel movements. It doesn’t
jolt or jiggle, but it isn't soft. Thus one
might expect the steering to be ultra-direct
on the nice fat 185/70x14 tyres, but it
isn't, nor has it ever been; the steering has
always felt dead and low geared as if to
damp out kick-back from curious geometry.
This doesn’t affect its ultimate roadholding,
but you have to take a bigger bite at the
wheel than you would expect and wet-road
feel is hardly evident.

In every other respect there are no com-
plaints about the TVR's behaviour and it is
always fun to drive. One extra fitted to the
test car was a folding roof which gives a
nice feeling of fresh air without excessive
draught or noise. The other extra was less
satisfactory — a stereo radio/cassette
player; somehow reception on glass-fibre
bodied cars is always difficult to ensure and
this set was very variable in its UHF recep-
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tion, when the stereo should have been
working well. Perhaps I'm getting old too,
as | no longer have the patience to dial the
station | want, if | can remember its wave-
length, which | can’t since the Home Ser-
vice became Radio 4; once invented selec-
tor buttons have become essential for car
use.

But forgetting the niggles over stereo,
seat-belt and steering, | always enjoy hav-
ing a TVR and it is one of the cars that |
would like to own at some stage — the pro-
blem is, at which age does one join the
clan; the latest ones are so much more
refined, look more attractive and generally
go better. They have in fact moved into a
different league, making a successful tran-
sition from an appeal to the dirty fingered
enthusiast to the mature executive — or
whoever wants to pay over £6,000 for a
selfish but ever-useable transport for two.

M.H.L.B.

Alfasud Sprint

HEN we tried the Alfasud four

years ago, we had just started

Classic Car and the baby Alfa had
just come out. We tentatively wrote about
an ideal small car for the classic car owner.
Somehow it is no longer a small car, but it
is still an ideal for the classic owner. In
dimensions it is similar to those of the Fiat
128 and there are two in the Fiat range
that are smaller; the arrival of such cars as
the Fiesta, Polo, Peugeot 104 with almost
as much space but a foot less overall
length, have pushed Alfa’s baby into the
Escort category rather than among the
Super-minis. With the Giugiaro-styled
Sprint it almost goes a stage further, as the
overall length is up a further five inches,
albeit on the same 8ft wheelbase; within
Alfa’'s own range it is shorter than the
Alfetta’s but where it scores, is that its
wheelbase is longer than that of the Alfetta
GT. This wheel-at-each corner stance plus
the low compact flat-four engine for the
front-wheel-drive gives a lot of interior
space. It is certainly more comfortable to
sit behind an average driver in the Sud
Sprint than in the Alfetta GT or the old
GTV: behind myself | still have an inch to
spare for kneeroom and headroom, while
the standard Alfasud offers a spare two in-
ches atknee and head.

The point is that it is an eminently prac-
tical four-seater with all the style and pro-
portions of a GT, with only a little economy
of scale. Alfas are always drivers’ cars and
the Sprint is typical of the modern variety;
it is firm with no roll or lurch under hard
cornering, but the ride is always pleasant
with no jolts or jarring. It goes where you
point it. Only occasionally can you get the
odd front-end squeal if you press too hard:
it is a satisfying car to sweep through a
series of fast bends in effortless fashion —
the suspension really works.

Despite its fast-back style the visibility is
fairly good with the only blind-spot the
result of the driver’s headrest obscuring the
right §-rear view; this angle is covered by
the door mirror. Reversing is easy as the
rear window descends most of the way
down towards the Manx tail.

50d

Long low look for the

Giugiaro Alfasud
Sprint (above)

Flat four engine looks

untidy but access is
not bad (below)

Alfainstruments are
heavily cowled, but
clearly designed
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Despite the Alfasud’s 1,286¢cc it has a
useful output of 76bhp at 6,000rpm, which
is enough to give it a maximum around
104mph and a comfortable cruising ability
of a quiet 80mph in fifth gear. It is a very
smooth little sewing machine of an engine
with a red-line limit at 6,500rpm, yellow
from 6,000rpm. It isn’t the fastest but it is
a lively performer for its engine size, hap-
piest in the 3,000-5500rpm range
although it will pull from less albeit slowly.

The gear lever gate follows the old
established Alfa pattern with fifth remote
and forward opposite reverse. It isn’t quite
as slicy in its action as the conventional
layout cars but just as usable; fifth is
geared at 16-3mph per 1,000rpm so that
100mph is just over 6,000rpm, and fourth
at 14.Omph. Despite such gearing the
engine still sounds very unstrained when
cruising and surprisingly quiet at speeds
around 5,500rpm. Wind noise, too, is low.

For £4,000 you have a baby Alfa with all
the Alfa Romeo pedigree and economy
running — 40mpg at 60mph and the Alfa
Plus service concessions. ® M.H.L.B.
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GET YOURSELF NOTICED!
New T.V.Rs For Inmediate

or Early Delivery

Often Good Quality Used T.V.Rs
in stock

NORTHERN SPORTSCARS
(Scorton)

SCORTON, RICHMOND, N. YORKS
Sales: Tel: Richmond 811613
Service: Tel. Richmond 811402

time & z0e Randles
Ve

0782
48361

0782

TOTALLY 47623

NEW TVR TAIMAR
NEW TVR 3000M
USED

1977 TVR TAIMAR White brown model B and sun roof, tan trim. Sold
by us new. £5395
1975 TVR 3000M. ‘P’ Reg'd. 13,000 miles one owner. Metallic Blue,

vynle roof. £3695
1972 (L) TVR 1600 Vixen White. Sun roof, 35,000 miles one owner.
Service history. £1895

FULL SPARES AND SERVICE FACILITIES
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN FIBRE GLASS REPAIR
WORK AND RENOVATION e MOT TESTING

'PHONE: (0782) 45691
C.R.F.S.LTD. CAMPBELL ROAD
STOKE-ON-TRENT
Open 7 days per week. 2 miles off M6

TRY US FOR YOUR NEW OR USED

SPORTS

Bradshaw Road, Bradshaw, Bolton.
Telephone Turton 852151

CAR CENTRE

--J

.-----------------J

ROSELAND MOTORS

VERYAN, TRURO, CORNWALL.
TEL: VERYAN 347

Ve

TVR DEALERS FOR DEVON AND
CORNWALL

AUTOMART

(BRISTOL)

Ve

SPORTSCAR DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE WEST COUNTRY

AVAILABLE IN JANUARY
1977 (OCT) TVR 3000M, Metallic Blue with Neutral Vinyl Roof
and Oatmeal Trim, Sunroof, Coachband, Radio and
Wolf-Race Wheels.

SAVE approx. £1000 on Todays List Price !!!

New TVR Taimar, Red with Black Trim and Coachband, Sunroof.

Telephone 0272-557844

SALES.
SERVICE.
PARTS.

ve.

Surrey

SHEERWATER MOTORS
ALBERT DRIVE, WOKING. 61517




30 thoroughbred & classic cars january 1978

5
Wttt ettt

Frederick Charles (Cars) Ltd.

Gulson Road Garage, Gulson Road, Coventry. Tel: 0203 27518 & 25051
N LA N LA

2 [ 1A' £ 4 2 S
The Country’s Leading Specialists.
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New Taimar 3000 in Onyx Brown with
neutral sun roof and coachband, oatmeal
trim, overdrive, radio.

New Taimar 3000 in April Ycllow with
Chocolate Brown sun roof and coach-
band, oatmeal trim, radio.

New 3000 M in Monza Red with white
o::chband and sun roof, oatmeal trim,
radio.

1977 (Aug) S Taimar 3000 in Monza

Red with white sun roof and coachband,
oatmeal trim, Wolfrace wheels, Hitachi
stereo/radio cassette, 3,! OOOrmlo: e

1976 P 3000 M in Monza Red with
black vinyl roof and interior, 5,000 miles
(11 e e e SR £3,995

1972 K 2500 M in Metallic Green with
black interior, fitted sun roof, alloy
wheels, overdrive, radio ....... £1,895

Delivery to your own specification in
approximately 8 weeks. A demonstration
car is always available. Please telephone
for brochure and road test.

TR6 Probably The Largest Selectlon in the World TR6

1976 (Aug) P Roadster in Magenta with Black interior, overdrive, radio,
T 2000 MO OT O . i e as i T o
1976 (Nov) P Roadster in Topaz with Black interior, overdrxve, radlo,
LR T T st A e R 4 T 3,295
1975 N Roadster in Magenta with Black interior, overdrive, radio, 17 ,000
e R o L o ] .
19756 N Roadster in Emerald Green with Black interior, overdrive, radlo,
headrests, 19,000 miles

.............................................. £2,495 1973 L Hard top in Sapphire Blue with Black interior, overdrive, radio,
1974 (Aug) N Roadster in Carmine with Tan interior, overdrive, radio, headrests, 44,000 mMiles ..............covevevennenncnnnenss .99

.............................................. £2,395 1973 L Roadster in Pimento with Black interior, fitted overdrive, stereo,
1974 M Roadstor in Magenta with Black interior, overdrive, raduoézhead- 41,000 miles 1

..................................................... £2,195

TR6’s LEFT AND RIGHT HAND DRIVE, MORGANS; TVR and SIMILAR SPORTS CARS
ALWAYS REQUIRED. DISTANCE NO OBJECT. IMMEDIATE PAYMENT IN CASH.
SHIPPING ARRANGED TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD.
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The TVR Turbo is
one of the fastest sports
cars in the world — but repre-
sents remarkable value for money.
Hand-buiit and finely engineered, with an
impressive list of extras as standard equipment,
the Turbo is only one of the TVR range now
available from our showrooms.

CARS AT PRESENT IN STOCK INCLUDES

NEW TVR 3000M White, with Tan vinyl roof and
sunroof, and chocolate colour band.

NEW TVR Taimar In Sebring Yellow with sunroof
and chocolate colour band.

NEW TVR Turbo Taimar In Tobacco with stereo
cassette and radio; Wolfrace Wheels.

NEW TVR 3000M Metallic Green with extras.
1977 TVR Taimar Monza red with cream colour

band, oatmeal trim, overdrive, S Registration £6195
1977 TVR 1600M Dark blue with white colour band
and radio. £4196

1977 2600M Metallic green with catmeal trim, stereo
cassette and radio, sunroof and vinyl roof, 12,000 miles
recorded. £39985
1977 Spitfire Tahiti blue. £2496
1975 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT Finished in metallic silver,

P reg'd low mileage, one owner, in exceptional

condition. £3450
1976 Renault 30TS Burgundy red. £3600
1976 Jaguar XJ8 4.2 LWB automatic Lavender. £5296
1975 Alfa Romeo 1600 4 dr saloon Burgundy, 2 owners
38,000 miles, good condition. £1726

DATSUN AND TVR AREA DISTRIBUTORS

Race and rally proved all over the world, the
Datsun 260Z 24-2 is a delightful driver's car:
responsive, comfortable and durable. The 260Z
is a versatile grand tourer, with rear seats folding
to provide estate car-like carrying capacity.

1977 Datsun 260Z 2+2 Jubilee Super Samuri The 50th
conversion completed with full Samuri specification. £7760
1977 Datsun 2602 Sports ice biue metallic, 3,000 miles
completed 'S’ reg'd. £6595
1974 Datsun 240Z Sports N’ reg'd, leaf green metallic, one
owner, 20,000 miles recorded. £2999
1976 Datsun 2602 2+2 Old english white. £6360
1976 Datsun 2602 242 Metallic bronze, 10,000 miles
recorded, 8 track stereo, 5 speed, cloth trim, 'R’ reg’'d

Z alloys. £56880
1974 Datsun 2402 Full Samuri conversion. £3996

New Datsun 260Z Sports In silver, metallic bronze and
aubergine.

New Detsun 260Z 242 In ice biue metallic, aubergine, silver
and white.

Immediate availability on all new 260Z's in any colour

RADBURN 8 WEDGE

41, BIRMINGHAM ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON TELEPHONE: 20456




