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Make this your first
classic: the thrills of
open-air motoring
don‘t come any
better or cheaper

BEST EVER TVR

It's true!l The £25k, 175mph Cerbera is practical and reliable

PORSCHE 356vs MERCEDES 190 o=

Wildly different approaches to
creating the
ideal '50s
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74 A 175mph road rocku: that’s just as happy on the
7 sehool run? That'll be the TVR Cerbera Speed Six.
g _—’R;c_hard Heseltine discovers the unbelievable truth
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ny new strain of TVR will invariably

have an engine note loud enough to

wake the dead, interstellar performance
and styling prompted by the design team inhal-
ing too much glassfibre resin. Yet, despite the
feverish applause that traditionally greets the
release of a new model, there’s always an accom-
panying sense of foreboding that stops you
short og breaking out the goog plastic and cele-
brating: TVRs break down, bits fall off and,
should it rain, you’ll be too busy choking on
your own fear to progress much further than
the end of your driveway.

That’s the conventional wisdom, which is
only partially right. With the Cerbera, TVR
created a car that straddles the line between
greatness and frailty like few before it, with
greater emphasis on the former. Here is a car
that, even in its lowliest spec, can top 170mph,
swallow two children for the school run and
carry more than the token squashy bag and
toothbrush. Tempted? You should be.

Une:licumbered by commit‘tvechsa, TVR hhfeas
always done things its own way. tbegan li
asasytsylingstudyscnﬂptedoutofblocksoffoam
in the summer of ’93 progressed into a running

rototype in time for the opening of the
£ondon Motor Show a few months later. More
than 200 deposits were taken.

Originally to have been powered by a heav-
ily tuned Range-Rover V8, the Cerbera became

e first TVR to be powered by the firm’s own
engine: the 4185cc AJP8 (later Speed Eilil‘x‘t).
Designed by Rochdale freelancer Al Melling,
and cF:veI ir;)—lll\lousl; byJohn Ravemc;gf:za
master at adaptability, already e
Griffith), thlsp Wwas no o e unit. Mundane
in being single overhead cam per bank with
two-valve chambers, more radical was the flat
D e e e v
and the arrangement an
the camshafts, twin watgx%r:mps and oil pump.
It developed 350bhp at 6500rpm and 320Ib ft
of torque at 4500rpm. If that wasn’t enough,
from 97 there was also the option of a steel-
cranked 4475cc edition with a useful 420bhp at
6750rpm and 380Ib ft of torque at 5500rpm.

Typical harum-scarum stuff you would
mctﬁomTVR, but company principal Peter

eeler was astute enough to realise that not
everybody wanted to act the hero with each
sortie. So, in 1998, he initiated the Speed Six,
his paean to the Aston DB4 and E-type thathe
loves so much. In doing so, he created a gen-
uine, honest to goodness GT of the old school.

Rather than simply building a cheapened
variation on the theme, Wheeler’s crew changed
the Cerbera’s fundamental character, the result
being the best car TVR has ever made. Key to
this was the longitudinally mounted 3996cc all-
alloy straight-six—another Melling/Ravenscroft
co-producu'on —with dual overhead cams and,
unlike the V8, a four-valve per cylinder head.
The result: 350bhp at 6800rpm and 330Ib ft of
torque at 5000rpm. Or 0-60mph in 4.5 secs, the
magic ton attainable just 6 secs later.

Heady stuff but that’s notall. Underneath the
E!l:hsslf)i:re shelli, the familiar ﬁal}l;drodgnn:l doublg

nes, coil springs, an

thick anti(il"i(;lil:f:rsrs reftlil‘jx:i:iwd dbut \51;; the

rings an SO and retuned. Not
2 gtim the smaller, higher-profile tyres —
225/50 ZR16s in place of the 255/40s found on
the 4150271‘8 - alno(iilowir steefr;lng rack with 2.4
turns lock-to-lock in place of the hyper-urgent
2.0 of the big-milled cars. o
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WILLIAMS’ BLACK MAGIC
First time TVR owner, electrical engineer
Geoff Williams bought his Speed Six new,
three years ago: “| was attracted because
of the shape and the dealers; they tend to
be enthusiasts who are happy to chat over
a coffee rather than
give you the hard
sell. it helped that
we could get our
Alsatian in the back.
The reputation for
fragility is no worse
than with many
more expensive
cars.
As long as you get it serviced religiously
you shouldn't go far wrong. A lot of what is
said about TVRs being unreliable isn't true
in my experience. Insurance via the club
wasn't a problem either; it cost £900
comp when | bought the car.”
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CLUB CLASS FOR LACEY
TVR Car Club chairman Simon Lacey
bought a V8 four years ago: “The Cerbera

it's only six years old, I'm the fourth owner.
There were a few
gaps in the history
but | had it on the
ramps and it was
fine. |

booked itinfor a
major service which
cost around £1000.
That's the biggest
bill so far. The boot
release switch packed up which was a worry
because you cannot access the filler cap
with it closed. That aside, it's been reliable
and great fun. For something with this
performance, the Cerbera s a lot of car for
the money - just buy with your eyes open.”

Nonetheless, for all the S Six’s popular-
ity §it£utsold its Vgl-elt:eglx;nfe_ brodaaet: about
3:1 , there i € ief thatit’s W—

modellfmmbly by those who've never
iven one because it’s incendiary stuff.

The first TVR é since the Etch-a-sketch
Khamsin rip-off of the mid-’80s that was the
Tasmin, the Cerbera outline retains a sense of
menace. The family likeness to the Chimaera is
obvious, not least the front indicator housings,
a by-product of Peter Wheeler’s dog Ned's taste
for polystyrene. Those and the Fiesta tail-lights
hidden behind smoked Perspex covers, one of
the few proprietary to be found on the car.
The overalrlook is lithe, with just a hint of So-
Cal Kustom thanks to that low roofline. While
the profile’s impact may have diminished
through over-familiarity, it's still dazzling. Espe-
cially in eye-watering Sunset Pearl.

Same inside, too. Having found the electric
release — a button located under the mirror -
and opened the long door, the cabin comes as a
shoik.ly Time sm : a;nk, a T\;l}{‘inteﬁorlmeagta
poorly varni swi stolen from
the nearest hatchback, and d:eggei:ll;iying aroma
of Loctite. Not here.

Always bound to polarise opinion, the
Cerbera’s dash is like no other. First there’s the
wheel to which the horn, full beam and wiper
controls are mounted, along with a couple of
secondary gauges and an air vent. It’s surpris-
ingly effective. Less successful is the over-styled
centre oo(?sole which acts as a barrier between
driver and passenger. Especially annoying is the
indicator stalk to the right of the steering
column: to cancel them you move the lever
:ﬁ\ in the same direction motorcycle fashion,

ile the ventilation controls are baffling with
unfamiliarity. That said, the low-slung tﬂwmg
position is near perfect even if the view ahea
through the shallow windscreen, framed by an
obstructive roll-cage, is rather less so. Where
the Cerbera really scores is practicality. Make
no mistake, this is a supercar, yet the rear buck-
ets are genuinely useful for toddlers and small
children, the size of the doors making for easy
access — despite refusing to stay open in
ang;thing other than a mild breeze. even
oftered a baby seat as an option.

But it’s in the driving that the Speed Six
makes its point. Press the starter button (always
a naff addition in a modern) and there’s a
subdued woofle out of the back boxes. Long
throttle travel and instantaneous power makes

WHY OWNING A CERBERA WON'T RUIN YOU - THE SPECIALIST’S OPINION

The market for Cerberas is buoyant, says Doug
Ellwood of marque specialist David Gerald TVR
Sportscars: “We find that a lot of customers are
upgrading from Griffiths and Chimaeras. In
fact we've just traded the yellow car against a
3000S Turbo. The Cerbera also atiracts people
who wouldn’t normally think of a TVR - drivers
moving on from other supercars.”

And prices? “For a nice 4-litre Speed Six,
expect to pay around £20,000 upwards and 2
bit more for a 4.2-litre ‘eight’. The 4.5-litre cars
are rarer, and there's a cachet because of that.
You would probably be looking at around £25-
26,000. | don't believe that the differential is
justified as the Speed Six is much more user-
friendly and every bit as good as the 4.2. The
maijority of Cerberas were built in 1999 and
2000, most of them six-cylinder cars. What you

do need to consider is the colour. Cerberas
have traditionally attracted — how can | put this?
~owners with eccentric tastes. We've justhad a
car in with blue paint, special blue leather and
blue instruments which may put off a lot of
people. Same for the ‘chameleon’ paint.”

Are they reliable? “Yes, but these are
complex cars. Steering column controls can
develop a mind of their own, and the ECUs that
control the window lifts - they drop down
when the door is opened, and move back up
again when closed - have been known to
develop niggling faults.

“Mechanically, they’re robust but emissions
are marginal. If the air-fuel mixture isn‘t right,
you won't get an MoT. You can't just take a
Cerbera to your local garage and expect them
to sortit all out as they wouldn’t have the TVR

software. Aside from leaking dampers, that's
about it. You shouldn’t have too much trouble,
and parts prices aren’t excessive for a car of
such performance. Discs are expensive at £300
a pop, but things like ECUs, mage in-house,
start at around £50 which is Nissan money.”
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Cerbera’s outline is
wild yet thankfully
free of recent

models’ styling

excesses. Bottom:
straight six is well
back in frame to aid
Weight distribution

take-off a doddle, the payback for throttle

stomping being a delicious deep-throated roar.

The straight-six is so smooth yet you still get

that glorious pop and fizz on the overrun. It

mﬁ cultured%ut with enough down-and-
ess to get you excited.

And lgllxtl fast. Piertigd figures quote 0-60mph
in 4.5 secs, four tenths down on the 4.5 V8 but
that’s not the fun bit. From 30-70mph takes just
3.5 secs, faster than a Ferrari F355, with 50-
70m%£1 in fifth taking a scarcely believable 4.9
secs. Yet you can let the torque carry you from
2000rpm in top to licence-haemorrhaging
speeds without a hint of hesitation. Revs rise at
a dizzying rate. It just goes, feeling more like a
huge motorcycle engine. The snarling induc-
tion noise is utterly intoxicating.

The short-shift gearchange requires effort,
and there’ a discernable chunkiness on moving
down the ratios but it’s easy with familiarity.
And the brakes: AP Racing calipers plus bi
vmueddn::mmdxmer cek(}al feelisa toucg
wooden but it sto quickly.

(?ux;h sm;(‘)dl rﬁﬁt&l}; Cc:rbeh:l is dﬂuent
enough witha compliant ride, not
thumpi its&swpsascxpecwd.ltmaybe
a little soft for hardcore track-day types but, in
the real world, it’s still a lot stiffer than many of
its more mainstream contemporaries. This is a
raw driving experience when you want it to be,
with a delicacy and intimacy that focuses your
mind quicker than most. Not least because
there’s no safety net: no ABS, traction control
or other techno witchcraft to bail you out.

TVR CERBERA SPEED SIX
Engine front-mounted all-alloy dohc

| 24-valve 3996cc straight six, fed by
| sequential multi-point fuel injection
| Max power 350bhp @ 6800rpm

Max torque 330lb ft @ 5000rom

Specific output 88bhp per litre

Power to weight ratio 301bhp pertonne
Construction steel backbone/perimeter
chassis, with glassfibre body
Transmission five-speed all-synchromesh
Borg Warner manual

Suspension independent all round, by
double wishbones, coil springs, adjustable
telescopic dampers, anti-roll bars
Steering rack and pinion, 2.4 turns
lock-to-lock, power assistance optional
Brakes ventilated discs all round;

front 292mm, rear 306mm

Wheels and tyres 7"2x16in,

with 225/50 ZR16 Goodyear Eagle F1
Length 168'2in Wheelbase 101in

Width 73'%in Height 48in

Weight 2425Ib

Weight distribution

53:47 per cent front-to-rear

0-60mph 4.5 secs

0-100mph 10.2 secs

| 30-70mph 3.5 secs
{ Top speed 175mph

Price new £41,100(1997)
Price now £22,000+

In the dry, there’s little to touch the Cerbera.
You can provoke breakaway easily enough - it’s
a TVR - but somehow everything feels that
little bit more reined in than with earlier incar-
nations. You don’t need the reflexes of a race ace
to gather it all up again - a situation that’s aided
by the engine’s tractability. Performance is so
immediate that you’re never left waiting. And
there’s little driveline shunt either. It just pulls
you out of corners and hurls you towards the
next one - addictive stuff.

And not that expensive a habit either,
compared to a prancing horse. Prices start at the
low 20s for an early example and TVR will sdll
craft you a new one if you ask nicely. The
Cerbera Speed Six will appeal to anyone who
likes ce cars but &:sn’t want to drive
one at '%oths, each time, every tme. It might
not be the perfect car, but it’s as close to the
pa’fectTVEGas there’s been. Which should be

good enough for most of us. ®
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